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EDITORIAL 

 

 

tŜƴŘŀƴǘ ǉǳΩƻƴ ŞŎǊƛǘ ŎŜǎ ƭƛƎƴŜǎΣ ƻƴ ǊŜœƻƛǘ ǳƴ ǘŜȄǘƻ ŘΩǳƴ ŎƘŜǊ ŀƳƛ Ŝǘ ŎƻƭƭŝƎǳŜ ǉǳƛ Ǿƛǘ Ł [Ŝ 

Caire, en août 2013 : « [ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ Ŝǘ ƭΩŀǊƳŞŜ ǎƻƴǘ Ŝƴ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŘŜ ǘǳŜǊ ƭŜǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ǊǳŜΣ 

ŦŀƛǘŜǎ ŜƴǘŜƴŘǊŜ ƴƻǘǊŜ ǾƻƛȄ ǎΩƛƭ vous plaît ».  

Notre petite initiative éditoriale naît avec le but de divulguer quelques-uns des bons 

résultats de la coopération dans la Méditerranée : les idées, les projets, les personnes qui 

travaillent ensemble pour essayer de construire quelque chose de durable. Notre rubrique 

Atlas des Relations de la MéditerranéeΣ ǊŞŘƛƎŞŜ ŀǾŜŎ ƭΩŀƛŘŜ ǇǊŞŎƛŜǳȄ ŘŜǎ ŞǘǳŘƛŀƴǘǎ ŘŜ 

ƭΩ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞ ŘŜ CƭƻǊŜƴŎŜ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŞǎ ŘΩŀǳǘǊŜǎ ǾƛƭƭŜǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜǎ ŘŜǳȄ ōƻǊŘǎ Řǳ 

Bassin Méditerranéen, cherche à représenter cette aire comme un lieu de relations et pas 

ǎŜǳƭŜƳŜƴǘ ŘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛǘǎΣ ǉǳΩƻƴ ǇŀǊƭŜ ŘΩŞƴŜǊƎƛŜΣ ƻǳ ŘŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛŜǳȄΣ ƻǳ ŘŜ social 

network, ŎƻƳƳŜ ŎΩŜǎǘ ƭŜ Ŏŀǎ Řŀƴǎ ƴƻǎ ǘǊƻƛǎ ǇŜǘƛǘǎ ŞŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭŜǎΦ 5ŀƴǎ ƭŜ ŎŀŘǊŜ Řǳ ǇǊƻƧŜǘ 

Marakanda, ƻƴ ŘŞŘƛŜ ŘŜ ƭΩŜǎǇŀŎŜ Ł ǳƴ ŘŜǎ ǇŀǊǘŜƴŀƛǊŜǎ du projet, la Commune de Favara, 

ǉǳƛ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƳƳŜƴǘ ǇŜǳǘ ǘǊƻǳǾŜǊ ǳƴŜ ƴƻǳǾŜƭƭŜ ŞƴŜǊƎƛŜ Ŝǘ ƛƳǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ ǇƻǳǊ ƭΩŀǾŜƴƛǊ Řŀƴǎ ǎŜǎ 

ƧŜǳƴŜǎΣ ŘŜ Ŧŀœƻƴ ǉǳΩƻƴ ǇǳƛǎǎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜǊ ǎŀƴǎ ǇŜǳǊ ŀǳ-delà de la crise économique et le 

chômage en une île italienne, la Sicile, qui est au centre des fait divers mais rarement pour 

des raisons honorables. 

Pour un instant, les mots de ce texto-là semblent capables de balayer tous nos efforts. Quel 

sens a-t-ƛƭΣ ǉǳŀƴŘ Ŝƴ ŎŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƭΩŀǊƳŞŜ Ŝǎǘ Ŝƴ ǘǊŀƛƴ ŘŜ ǘƛǊŜǊ Ŝƴ ǇƭŜƛƴŜ ǊǳŜ ? Ce qui est en 

train de se passer à ces heures-ci en Egypte est incroyable. Les vérités qui sont en train 

ŘΩŞƳŜǊƎŜǊ Ŝƴ {ȅǊƛŜ ǎǳǊ ƭΩǳǘƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎ ŀǊƳŜǎ ŎƘƛƳƛǉǳŜǎΣ ƻǳ Ŝƴ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŜΣ ǎǳǊ ƭŀ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ 

diffuse à tout niveau, sont incroyables. 

Pour restaurer la crédibilité de notrŜ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜƴΣ ǇƻǳǊ ǎƻǊǘƛǊ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƴŎǊŞŘǳƭƛǘŞ ǉǳƛ ƴƻǳǎ 

ŦǊŀǇǇŜ ŎƘŀǉǳŜ Ŧƻƛǎ ǉǳŜ ŘŜǎ ƴƻǳǾŜƭƭŜǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜƴǘ ŘΩLǎǊŀšƭ Ŝǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜΣ ƴƻǳǎ ŀǾƻƴǎ ōŜǎƻƛƴ 

ŘΩŀƭƭŜǊ Ǉƭǳǎ ƭƻƛƴ Řŀƴǎ ƴƻǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΦ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǊƛŎƘŜǎǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŜ ǇŀǳǾǊŜǘŞΣ 

identité contre conflit. Nous devons chercher à offrir notre modeste contribution, car, 

comme un grand penseur méditerranéen disait des siècles avant que la religion devenait 

raison de guerre sans justification, 

« [Ŝ Ƴŀƭ ƴΩŜȄƛǎǘŜ ǇŀǎΣ ƛƭ ƴΩŜȄƛǎǘŜ ǉǳŜ ƭΩŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ŘŜ ōƛŜƴ » 

Socrate (Athènes, 470 av. J.-C./469 av. J.-C ς 399 AV. J.-C) 

 

Francesco Barilli 
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SCENARIOS 

MED PROGRAMME: COOPERATION PROGRAMME TO FACE 

b9² ²hw[5Ω{ /I![[9bD9{ 

By Barbara Palla 

 
 
MED Programme is a European programme 
of international cooperation financed by 
the European Union. It is part of the EU 
regional policy and it receives financing 
from the ERDF, fund for regional 
development. 
The two main objectives the EU is trying to 
achieve with the programme are, in one 
hand, the improvement of territorial 
competitiveness in order to ensure the 
growth of job offers for future generations; 
in the other hand, promotion of territorial 
cohesion and environment protection, in a 
sustainable development perspective.   
 These are the guide lines on which the 
approval of projects moves. Since it is a 
general framework, Med Programme 
expertise has been divided into four main 
sectors or areas of competence, that are 
like categories of intervention which are 
referred to as axis.  
The first one regards the strengthening of 
innovation capacities. The idea is to pass on 
innovative technologies, knowledge and 
promote cooperation between actors that 
have ecological or economic development 
intent with public authorities. Therefore, 
the final aim is the creation of networks 
that go beyond national frontiers; this 
project is able to disseminate innovative 
practices and processes that Countries 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  
The second axis is about environment. In 
this case, overcoming national barriers is 
even more important, and the action of the Programme is divided in four under-categories 
that involve all the aspects of environmental protection. 
 These categories involve protection of natural resources and cultural heritage, renewable 
energies and their efficiency improvement. As far as the sea is concerned, the Programme 
intent is to prevent from maritime risks, consequently to strengthen maritime safety. The 

EU: policies and funding 
After almost seventy years of attempts for 
European integration, economic, social, 
territorial cohesion is still an open challenge for 
European Countries strategies. Unification 
process, which began in the economic area, still 
needs many efforts to be accomplished. The 
regional dimension is the center of the initiatives 
promoted by the European Commission in order 
to have efficient competitiveness, environment 
friendly policies and new job placements. The EU 
Commission has developed regional programs 
and policies in various fields of activity, such as 
transport, energy, environment, health, culture, 
tourism, employment, social inclusion, 
education, research and development. Many of 
these programs are financed with EU Structural 
Funds.  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ άǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
and social cohesion in the European Union by 
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛƳōŀƭŀƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎέΣ ǘƘŜ 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is 
the one financing MED Program. Creating 
sustainable jobs, building innovative 
infrastructures, fostering cooperation between 
cities and regions with financial instruments, 
giving technical assistance are the main goals of 
investments. The ERDF has a particular focus on 
territorial characteristics. It has also been 
designed to reduce economic, environmental 
and social problems in towns. Disadvantaged 
geographical areas are those who benefit the 
most from this treatment. To access those funds, 
application has to be made to the authority 
managing the relevant regional programme. The 
application is evaluated and eventually 
approved. Not everybody, though, can make that 
application. Funds are directed only to public 
bodies, small businesses, universities, 
associations, NGOs and voluntary organizations.  
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last category is fighting against natural risks.  Therefore, 
transnational cooperation regards fragile areas, 
sustainable tourism, biodiversity and the reduction of 
energy resources use in production processes.  
Axis 3 approves projects promoting territorial 
transportation that have low, possibly very low, impact 
on environment. Cooperation in this sense is mostly 
about creating multi-modal or inter-modal means of 

transport between different Countries.  
The last category regards governance development. Therefore, the creation of identity in 
the Mediterranean area will eventually bring to a better enhancement of cultural resources 
and integration in the said dimension.  

 
What kind of projects does the MED Programme approve? 
ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 
featuring a strong transnational and 
ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  
The first criteria for the presentation 
of a project is that it should involve 
more than a closed and determined 
area. Closed is intended as being 
restricted to only one Country. The 
chosen territory has to be necessary 
ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ōȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
creation of partnerships is mandatory. 

The second one 
is that the 
project has to be related to an existing situation. The formulation of the 
project has to comprehend common challenges, transnational strategies 
and a solution whose results can be benefitted from a large part of 
ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻŦ 
knowledge and experience but the partnership has to bring solid and 
concrete contribution to the improvement the Programme intends to 
develop. 
Projects propositions come from MED Programme participants. Those 

are also the potential partners of the relationships created, as explained, by the projects 
themselves. Countries participating are those of the European Mediterranean area, 8 
European southern States, Italy, France, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Cyprus, Slovenia and 
Malta, plus United Kingdom colony Gibraltar, to which potential EU members of the Balkan 
area were added, in a different participation liaison.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 Countries participating to MED Programme 
(www.programmemed.eu ) The priority 

goes to 

multilateral 

and effective 

development 

projects 

http://www.programmemed.eu/
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Mediterranean broader area:  joint institutional cooperation MED and ENPI/CBC    
Under the perspective of 
the 2007-2013 agenda, the 
European Neighbourhood 
Policy, the EU has opened 
its development funds to a 
broader area. Part of this is 
ǘƘŜ ά9btLκ/./ 
Mediterranean Sea Basin 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜέΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ 

the collaboration between 
EU Countries and those of 
the opposite shore of the Mediterranean Sea.  
The cross-border collaboration (CBC) was approved in 2008, under the financing instrument 
ENPI (European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument); the participants established a 
frame of four priorities to work on.  
Those general guidelines are similar to those MED has. They involve actually socio-
economic development and territorial enhancement, environmental sustainability of the 
Mediterranean basin, improvement of people, goods and capitals mobility conditions and, 
lastly, promotion of dialogue and local governance. The final aim is the maximization of the 
size, quality and sustainability of the material and immaterial flows across the 
Mediterranean Sea. In other words, the idea conveyed by the EU institution is that 
cooperation is needed on both sides of the basin and that there is no reason to improve 
and enhance only one shore of it. Therefore, joint partnerships will help the transmission of 
knowledge, practices, information acquired in time, among and across the overall area. 

 
Definition of a new strategy: the creation of MED ς IPA cooperation 
 
As the territorial agenda for 2013 came to an end, the 
EU has approved, in the frame of the Europe 2020 
Strategy, the Territorial Agenda for 2020 (TA2020). The 
general objectives are territorial development, 
promotion of territorial integration at all level of 
governance and implementation of territorial cohesion 
principle. 
The key concept of the new TA is in fact the cohesion 
policy. It is believed to be the only mean through which local, regional, national and 
transnational potential can be unleashed.  
At a territorial level cohesion, if promoted, will ensure equal opportunities for citizens and 
enterprises. Over all it will reinforce the principle of solidarity; consequently, prosper and 
less developed economies will find a converging point.  
Based on this general frame, MED Programme has begun a new cooperation with future EU 
partners. At the end of February 2012, MED partners have signed the establishment of a 
Task Force with IPA (Instrument for Pre-Assistance) Countries Albania, Croatia, Bosnia 
Herzegovina and Montenegro. 

 
 

Figure 2 area of MED ENPI/CBC collaboration (www.programmemed.eu ) 

http://www.programmemed.eu/
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For a better understanding of the role MED Programme has in everyday life and the 
consequences on the Programme of the Europe 2020 strategy, we have interviewed Magali 
Kirchgesser, Communication Office of MED Programme. 

 
1. What are the main challenges for Mediterranean area for 2014-2020 period, regarding 

the contribution of regional policies in the fragile Mediterranean context after the Arab 
Spring and, in general, the financial world crisis? 

 
During our last annual programme conference organized jointly with the ENPI CBC MED 
Programme, this issue was discussed among our invitees representing the European 
Commission, the Mediterranean regions, Members and Partner States from the whole 
Mediterranean, the Union for the Mediterranean etc. The panellists agreed that economic 
growth, environmental protection, sustainable development, capacity building but, most 
immediately, initiatives leading to job creation are the main challenges and should be 
priorities for the area while, at the same time, also developing a closer cooperation 
between North and South is important. Independently from the themes, the need to 
develop joint approaches to the threats that affects the whole Mediterranean region were 
stressed, mainly the financial and ecological crisis and the need to create jobs.  
These stakes are certainly far too high to depend solely on the action of programmes such 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9¢/ a95 ŀƴŘ 9btL /./ a95 tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΦ .ƻǘƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ прл aϵΣ 
while the requirements for the region reach several billions of euros. Therefore, there is a 
clear need to attract investments, to prioritize interventions and to reinforce the 
governance of the Euro-Mediterranean community. This requires political commitment for 
cooperation, permanent dialogue and adoption of relevant methodologies. Cooperation 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ΨōƛƎƎŜǊΩ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ 
has to be clear: due to budgetary and legal reasons, their capacity remains still limited 
towards specific working fields. However, due to the budgetary constraints and the 
increasing administrative bottlenecks in Countries under intervention, these kinds of 
programmes might get some new reputation and esteem ς a step forward in the general 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦ !ǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ a95 tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
contributions to face these challenges from 2014 to 2020, the discussions and negotiations 
among the 13 participating Countries are in full progress. Although we cannot yet inform 
you about the concrete themes the programme will focus on, there is still a clear 
orientation: the European Commission together with the Member States developed the so-
called Common Strategic Framework (CSF), following the intention to allow for better 
coordination and a more targeted use of all structural funds (of the European Cohesion 
Policy). All authorities using those funds, no matter if on regional, national or ς in our case ς 
transnational level, have to determine their strategies and activities upon a common set of 
eleven thematic objectives.  
Hence, before the programme can decide on its thematic orientation or, in other words, 
selection of priority axis, we have to wait until Member States proceed with their choice in 
order to best combine efforts and guarantee complementarily. And while some Member 
{ǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǎƻƳe 
others have not yet reached or communicated such agreements. We expect very concrete 
steps after the summer break, especially for the Task Force meeting foreseen on 23 
September 2013. From then on, things will develop and will be communicated rather 
quickly too. Thus, I highly recommend checking our website from time to time. 
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2. What is the lesson learnt from 2007-2013 programming period, in particular concerning 
the capitalization process? Can you give us some examples of successful 
projects developed by Med Programme? 
 

Lƴ ƛǘǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
whole Northern Mediterranean area, the 
programme exists for the first programming 
period, following the heritage of the programmes 
MEDOCC (covering the Western Mediterranean) 
and ARCHIMED (covering the Eastern 
Mediterranean) running from 2000-2006. From 
2007 on, the existing networks and experiences 
had thus to be largely expanded: for the first time, 
project partners were able to create networks all 
over the whole Northern Mediterranean, also 
including the IPA Countries in the Balkan area.  

 
Covering the whole MED area is a huge challenge demanding flexibility and openness to 
experiment approaches, to improve procedures and to constantly adapt to the changing 
conditions in this big territory. Hence, since the beginning, MED Programme worked in this 
flexible and experimental way and finds itself today in a very intense programme 
capitalization phase.  
.ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΥ  
In 2008 and 2009, a large number of classical projects were programmed, covering all the 
four thematic working fields (in very short: innovation, environment, accessibility, 
governance/territorial development). These two large calls enabled the actors to develop 
Mediterranean networks and enlarged the 2000-2006 experiences already from a territorial 
perspective.  
Due to the fact that the calls were open in terms of themes and approaches, this first 
package of bottom up projects enabled the programme responsible to identify the 
demands in the cooperation area. 
Based on this knowledge, the programme started to analyze themes for strategic project 
development and programmed strategic projects in the field of energy efficiency, 
renewable resources, maritime safety, accessibility and ITC in 2011 and 2012. Then, in 
2012, another type of calls was proposed: the programme launched two targeted calls to 
further experiments in some very concrete working fields (keyword eco-innovation).  

 
In parallel to those two-targeted calls, the overall programme capitalization process was 
initiated. The MED approach was based on an active clustering process developed jointly 
with external experts, the programme structures and the project partners. Various 
analyses, peer reviews and events took place giving birth to 8 clusters. Based on this work, 
a capitalization call was launched, inviting the clusters, but also other project networks to 
apply. We now have 13 projects approved covering all the programme themes and 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ сл҈ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ΨōƻǘǘƻƳ ǳǇΩ όмǎǘ ŀƴŘ нƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭύ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀpproved. One 
essential element of this call was to open it to project actors from other thematic 
programmes and territorial areas in order to transfer to and receive knowledge from 
outside the programming area, too.  

 
The possibility and flexibility to test various kind of calls in an integrated approach, aiming 
to maximize experiences within one programme and one period, instead of developing 
parallel approaches, was very useful. In the future, the way how to launch calls, how to 
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target themes etc. will be further developed based on our lessons learnt. One next step 
could be to coordinate and complement with other programmes and find possibilities to 
jointly develop project calls (e.g. with complementary themes or individual specializations 
etc.). 

 
Following this integrated approach, we should rather have a closer look on successful 
ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊǎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΥ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ - surely one 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ ƪŜȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ - to illustrate how things are interconnected:  

 
We started with a bunch of standard projects integrating different energy themes in the 
years 2008 and 2009. Their bottom up input led to the precision of a strategic project call 
resulting in the approval of 3 energy projects in 2010, more precisely two projects on 
energy efficiency in buildings and one on renewable resources (focus biomass). From their 
very start, these three strategic projects were working very closely together, especially as 
regards their communication and capitalization approach. They set up jointly a policy paper 
that presents proposals and recommendations to EU institutions to improve Mediterranean 
cooperation answers to energy efficiency challenges in buildings. This is just one example 
Ƙƻǿ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ΨōƛƎƎŜǊΩ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ς either based on 
concrete demands expressed by the programme or based on their project integrated 
capitalization strategy. In addition, cross-programme alliances have been set up in this 
ΨŎƭǳǎǘŜǊΩΣ ŜΦƎΦ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9btL /./ a95 tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ  

 
This composition of different projects following very different approaches, but yet all 
ƻǊƛŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ a95 ΨǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ 
aiming to complement and coordinate with each other, is essential, especially for a 
programme which has so far approved already around 150 projects! 
 

3. MED Program started a significant path with other EU Initiatives, such as SEE, IPA 
Adriatic, ENPI CBC. Which are the main tangible results of these joint efforts? Even the 
contribution of institutional networks (ARLEM, UCGL, CRPM) makes effective the idea of 
a sole strategy for the Med area. Do you think possible an EU Mediterranean Strategy 
endorsed by the EU Commission in the next future? 
 
As already illustrated, the enormous size of the programming area, resulting in a huge 
diversity cooperation experiences and approaches, but also resulting in an overlapping with 
various other cooperation programmes on cross-border and transnational level, requires 
coordination. Easy to claim, but how to realize it 
concretely?  
One important tool to firstly foster relations and 
exchanges and secondly coordinate synergies was 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ Ψ[ƛŀƛǎƻƴ hŦŦƛŎŜǎΩΦ hƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
based in Thessaloniki, responsible for the relations 
to the four (today three) involved IPA Countries as 
well as to programmes in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. One person was based in Valencia, 
responsible for relations to the ENPI CBC MED 
Programme - which equally holds a branch office in 
the same institutions. Moreover, the Valencia 
Liaison Office was much involved in the 
ΨaŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ [ŀō DǊƻǳǇǎΩ ς thematic focus groups on cooperation in the Mediterranean 
organized by INTERACT, also based in Valencia.  

http://www.elih-med.eu/upload/moduli/pagine/public/doc/13012013%20Policy%20Paper_finalized%20version_without%20annexes.pdf
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!ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘΩ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŜΦƎΦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9btL /./ a95 ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9¢/Σ 
South East Europe Programmes were organised. They offered a suitable platform for 
project partners to create contacts and networks, and to the programmes to exchange on 
programme strategy development. At the same time, important feedback and input from 
various stakeholders and opinion makers was gathered, different perspectives regional to 
European level, from technical experts, policy-makers, end users etc.  
Even if we joined forces and invested efforts in the above mentioned tools, it seems that 
this is not yet enough. Moreover, we have to well aware that there will be a co-existence of 
three major programmes in the Mediterranean area, thus one more than today and apart 
from numerous cross-border cooperation programmes, thematic programmes etc. The 
European Commission clearly requested to strive for more coordination and more 
complementarities ōǳǘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƻƭǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ΨƎƻƭŘŜƴ ǊŜŎƛǇŜΩ 
of how to do so. Thus, ideas from one programme largely depend on the willingness to 
share forces and joint approaches of the other programmes. But, more concretely, what are 
we doing now in most concrete terms to improve coordination for the future programming 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘΚ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
ENPI CBC MED and Southeast Gateway in order to foresee, from the beginning, a very close 
cooperation. This may be continued by the existence of the liaison officers/bureau, but 
could become also as sophisticated and broad as coordinated calls. Of course, that will 
depend on the possibilities and limits of coordination and cooperation between structures 
but the door is definitely open. We will lead discussions during the upcoming annual event 
in Lisbon (23/24 October 2013) and hopefully be able to advance in a very concrete and 
practical direction. What we could even imagine is the possibility to develop very different 
kinds of projects, including big ς ƭŜǘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ς macro regional ones.  
 
²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀǇƻƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ς that include 
the participation of a relevant number of structures from outside the MED area ς to build a 
stronger liaison with other European spaces and programmes, once again, from the 
beginning. This will imply a major effort in terms of communication between programme 
bodies, stakeholders, national institutiƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƭŜǾŜƭΧ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
developing a macro-regional or sea basin strategy can obviously be an asset but not the 
only possible solution. If and how to develop a more macro-regional directions in our area? 
This was one main discussion of the event quoted in the very beginning of the interview 
(involving e.g. European Commission, Member and Partner States, CPMR, ARLEM, Union for 
the Mediterranean). Even if some months passed in between, the conclusions remain up to 
date: the establishment of a macro-region involving the Mediterranean Countries could 
become a possibility to enhance the efficiency and the impacts of the different initiatives. 
Nonetheless, taking into consideration the ongoing experiences and the reality of the 
Mediterranean basin, some important questions have to be addressed. To start, it is clear 
that the Euro-Mediterranean region is very much different from the Danube and the Baltic 
regions, where the macro-regional approach has been first implemented (starting already 
with the size of the area and the involvement of non EU Member States). Then, there is the 
need for common understanding on what the problems are and how to address them, to 
recognize expectations and priorities. A clear target has to be set: what do we want to 
achieve in 20 years? And, based on all that, to identify priorities and start working in a 
concrete and short set of subjects.  
 

 

 
 

Magali Kirchgesser works as Communication Officer in the Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS) of MED 
Programme, based in Marseille, France. 
For more information, please consult http://www.programmemed.eu or contact stc-med@regionpaca.fr  

http://www.programmemed.eu/
mailto:stc-med@regionpaca.fr
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THE MEDITERRANEAN IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD 

By Barbara Palla 

 

 

 

The Mediterranean Sea is where most of ancient civilizations were born. They 

communicated with each other via commerce, trade and barter. Trade meant power over 

other populations, consequently wealth and prosperity. But it also meant war against rivals 

which gave both more power, trade and also the possibility to expand culture and political 

systems among others. Different kinds of population began to live together closely, often 

too closely.  

From the beginning, the Mediterranean Sea was an area of different cultures and history 

but also full of conflicts and clashes between neighbour Countries. In the following eras, 

culture and history evolved in tourism, whereas conflicts and clashes remained the same 

and fuelled on their own.  

Europe has always been, for its geographical position, involved in 

the area for both historical colonisation interest and modern 

economic reasons. She is therefore committed to seek 

cooperation, dialogue and development of the entire area.  

Unfortunately, the effort made to achieve these objectives is not 

a matter of information. EurƻǇŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅǎ ŀƴ 

ambivalent image, composed in one hand of all the charming 

images of holiday attractions and emphatic tourist destinations; 

in the other instead there is the sad chronicle of daily conflicts 

and deaths among people. We have asked ourselves if any focus 

 

was given to those efforts by other Countries, if any of non-European international press 

gave some kind of information about what is made to overcome problems in the southern 

bank of the Mediterranean Sea. In general, what kind of picture of the Mediterranean other 

Countries have? 

In order to have a broader point of view, we have randomly sampled the Internet version of 

eight different Countries. For each Country we have chosen two of the most influent 

newspapers, and tried to look at both side of political orientation, where possible. The 

sample was made, as said, randomly; some Countries have a very controlled press 

information, whereas others are much freer. 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦ άaŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴέ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 

ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿΣ ά/ȅǇǊǳǎέ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ά[ƛōȅŀέ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

interest. Archive search has been made for the last year, from January 1st to December 31st ,  

ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΣ ά[ƛōȅŀέ ƛƴǎǘŜad is regarded to only for the last semester of the 

past year, from September 1st to December 31st. The number of times those three topics 

have been mentioned in the time lapses chosen is summed up in Table 1.  

 

The Mediterranean 

Sea has always been 

a conflicting area; 

Europe is concerned 

for its problems, but 

what about non-

European 

Countries? 
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Newspaper /Query Libya Cyprus Mediterranean 

El Universal (Ven) 16 39 40 

El Nacional (Ven) 150 22 1 

El Universal (Mex) 239 93 273 

Excélsior (Mex) 4 - - 

Komsomolskaya Pravda (Ru) 21 46  

Rossiyskaya Gazeta (Ru) 165 271  

The Star (RSA) 81 95 88 

The Sowetan (RSA) 36 36 42 

Asharq al- Alawsat (SAU) 151 17 85 

Saudi Gazette (SAU) 232 42 84 

Taipei Times (TW) 40 18 106 

Taiwan News (TW) - - - 

China Daily (PRC) 125 61 143 

Renmin  Ribao (PRC) 43 46  

Los Angeles Times 380 22  

New York Times 1090 1360 2440 

Table 1: number of articles per topic for each newspaper, considered three different time lapses. 
 

As it can be observed, there is no pattern; distribution moves from the New York Times, 

which has more than a thousand articles for every topic, to Taiwan News, ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

keep articles for more than a week long. However, the themes referred to are much more 

homogeneous. All the newspapers focus on some general aspects, but then each one 

chooses between giving a specific description of the problem or only superficial 

information. 

Starting from the first topic, the Mediterranean region is described with both of the 

mentioned aspects. The cultural one: there are in fact many articles about every kind of 

typical cuisine, local food or recipes. But also tourists attractions, and particularly, for 

American newspaper top spots, to spend either retirement or holidays. The Star, South 

Africa, encourages tourism with the motto ά²ŀǊ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΣ ŎƻƳŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎέ referring to some of 

northern African regions. 

 The other one is instead the description of every single 

problem the southern part of the Mediterranean Sea has 

to face, such as worsening economic conditions due to the 

global crisis; refugees who are fleeing from their Countries 

to Southern Europe, and which are often referred to as 

tragedies, sinking, and drowning. Other issues are the 

Egyptian social unrest of every kind of manifestation and 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘƻǊǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘǎΦ .ǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

violence episodes that oppose Israel and Palestine, with some regards to what are the 

reasons of them.  

From general to particular, even the Cyprus topic is divided into two main sections, even 

though the focus is not given to the same aspects for every Country. 

Due to its strategic position, Cyprus is interesting for its international relations and for the 

consequences those have in the nearby clashes. It is the outpost for international 

organisations to meet and try to cope with difficult and different issues of the area. For the 

same reasons Iran, Turkey and Russia, as Stated in most of newspapers, try to find 

agreements with Cyprus so that they can be closer to Syria and/or Israel. 

The word 

άaŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴέ appears 

on newspapers mainly 

when talking about 

culture, touristic 

attractions, migration or 

global crisis 
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The economic crisis is also particularly important for three reasons. Firstly because it is 

directly linked to the Greek crisis and bankruptcy; some find that the actual Greek situation 

is what, with high probability, will happen to Cypriot society. Secondly, because the 

Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ōŀƛƭƻǳǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 

subject matter of EU institutions. Thirdly, because the eventuality of the Cypriot economy 

failure has attracted investments from both Russia and China. 

 Russia has accepted to make loans to prevent any worse economic condition. Therefore, 

Russia explains, through government owned1 Rossiskaya Gazeta, the evolution of those 

investments made in tourism facilities and house-building development. 

The same is for China. Since the price of Chinese houses is too high, some citizens have 

decided to buy residencies in Cyprus. Both China Daily and Renmin Ribao dedicate large 

sections on government activities. Decisions were taken in order to finance construction 

industries, to enhance the Country with new infrastructures, and also to loosen visas 

approval and passport legislation for both entering and leaving China. In a globalizing and 

internationalizing perspective, institutions have opened to cultural meetings in order to 

connect these two very different cultures.  

New Russian and Chinese relationships with Cyprus are the main concern for American 

newspapers. Many journalists interrogate themselves and try to explain what the nature of 

Chinese transfers on the island is. Moreover, they would know even what consequences 

would have Russian investments or the increase of Chinese passport and visa release.  

Cyprus has also the peculiarity of being a divided Country. Since 1974, the northern part of 

the island is under Turkish occupation; over the years, the occupation has been 

transformed in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (KKTC). Apart from Turkey itself, no 

other Country has recognized it as a legitimate State. Saudi Gazette, along with New York 

Times, are the only two who care about the difficultness of Turkish occupation both on 

political and social sides; occasionally some articles are published about how many  

progresses in dialogue have been made on the path for reunification, such as those made 

this summer by the Cypriot President Christofias.  

As for the non-political part, articles are about sports and art. There are many reports of 

sports result, concerning international tennis and European football leagues.  

!ǊǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ tŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘ YƛǊƛƭƭ L Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜŜƪΩ ŀƴŘ 

Turkish Cyprus, news were dedicated to exploring Christian orthodox churches and works 

of art. Los Angeles Times mentions Cyprus in the art review about an exposition on 

Aphrodite at the Getty Villa. The discussion of last topic is much less uniform and the 

cultural aspect fades almost entirely. The acquisition channels for stories are different and 

disparate, and information modalities do not converge.As a first example we have the 

Venezuelan El Nacional, whose news are drawn by what is said by United Nations 

spokesmen, resolutions or any kind of document. More detailed news on the region do not 

concern Libya but only Iraq.  El Universal only argument on Libyan issues is the comparison 

between the former President Chavez and the former dictator Kaddafi.   

                                                           
1
 Source: BBC World news 
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Some newspapers, instead of choosing the United Nations point of 

view, prefer to follow the United States one: the choice made by 

Taipei Times and Mexican El Universal and Excélsior.  

Libya is referred to only in articles about the death of American 

ambassador Stevens, the terroristic attack of Benghazi, the CIA and 

tŜǘǊŀŜǳǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

mean that information is superficial. Relationships between USA 

and Libya are studied in deep, also with the help of university 

professors, writers and experts.  

Saudi newspaper Asharq Al-Awsat has a different approach. It lists every kind of reaction of 

the Islamic community to the publication on-line of the blasphemous short movie on 

tǊƻǇƘŜǘ aǳƘŀƳƳŀŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǘƛǊƛŎ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴǎ ƛƴ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ Charlie Hebdo.  

Articles are about protests, unrest 

and general discontent in Middle 

East and Africa. Even if most of the 

news are taken from the major 

international press agencies, an 

interesting element is added. Saudi 

journalists have in fact interviewed 

most of the important, influential 

or ideological figures and 

characters both of the uprising and 

of the new institutions.  Part of the 

attention given to Libya is useful 

for a general comparison between 

what happened at the end of 

YŀŘŘŀŦƛΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 

actually happening in Syria.  

Saudi Gazette puts instead peculiar 

interest in what Libya has obtained 

since the end of the regime, as for 

elections, new constitution, brand 

new judicial system, institutions 

and symbols of the uprising.  

Chinese press, for what concerns 

Cyprus, is interested in the 

economic development of the 

area. Actually, the investments that have been made are not limited to the island, but they 

are expanding towards southern coasts in order to enhance general infrastructures, oil and 

gas transportation. Therefore, a part of the attention is given to the oil sales agreement 

concluded by other Countries and by China. Some articles criticize American foreign policy 

and its lack of results. The same critics come from The Star. 

 

 

War and Tourism 

The 2011 data for international tourism reveal that global 

ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƳǳŎƘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ 

They have been influenced instead by the North Africa unrest. In 

2011, Southern and Mediterranean Europe exceeded tourism 

growth expectation by 8%, becoming the 19% share of world 

tourism.  All Southern European destinations registered a growth 

ƛƴ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΩ arrivals: Cyprus, Greece +10%, Spain +8% and Italy 

+6%. This comes from a shift in tourism flows from Middle East 

and North Africa. Due to Arab spring, Middle East registered a 

ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎŜǘōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎΩ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎΦ !ƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 

a negative growth. Syria leads at -41% loss, followed by Egypt -

32%, Lebanon -24%, Palestine -15% and Jordan -13%. Libya has 

no data registered for 2011. Nonetheless, some regions have 

profited from this situation; Saudi Arabia has registered a solid 

60% growth and Dubai +9%. The same happened in North Africa, 

where some Countries suffered from political transition: Tunisia -

31%, whereas others benefited, Algeria +31% and Morocco +1%. 

As the UNWTO tourism highlights for 2012 are still to be 

published, the UNWTO barometer for the first eight months of 

2012 reveals that all Countries have registered a growth for the 

same period in 2011, except  Middle-East, which has experienced 

a global  -1%. The negative sign is a result of both recovery and 

worsening conditions. Egypt leads recovery with a +13% growth, 

followed by United Arab Emirates, Oman and Jordan +10%.The 

worst performance has been in Saudi Arabia, -21%, due to 

bumper increase of the precedent year. Lebanon registered a -13 

% due to civil war in neighbour Syria.     

  

 

 

 

Some newspapers 

refer to UN 

resolutions or 

official positions, 

while others 

prefer to follow 

the United StatesΩ 

point of view 
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The opinion is that both US and UN 

ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƻǇŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

situation, and thus they have weakened the 

international image of Northern Africa. 

Moreover, they have created serious 

damages to the economies directly linked 

with the Countries in which they have 

intervened.  !ǘ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ 

In the archives there are few sporadic 

articles. Rossiskaya Gazeta has only thirty 

one articles for September 2012, of which 

only three are about Benghazi attack. None 

analyses the situation or deepens the subject. 

Komsomolskaya Pravda in its foreign section 

focuses only on internal and external policies 

of former Soviet Countries. Otherwise, the 

attention is put on US politics and Russian- 

American relations. As enlightened by his 

research, even the international press covers 

mostly middle-eastern and Mediterranean 

struggles. Deficiency of all sorts of 

information about programmes, operation 

and cooperation may be due to journalistic 

filters.  International press tends to avoid 

matters that are not directly linked to each 

Countries interests, therefore the EU 

financed projects do not make news matter. 

Or even the avoidance is obliged by some 

ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ΨƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ-ŦƛƭǘŜǊΩ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ 

that have a strict control over press freedom.  

Whereas for particularly problematic 

Countries these filters are understandable, 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƻǊ 

European partners themselves, because they 

leave EU institution in a faraway political 

outer space with no link to everyday life, 

concrete population issues and real social 

enhancement activities. Vice versa, this 

ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘƛŎ 

perspective for a region for which future is 

the most important feature. A lack of such 

kind only conveys a tiny insight of a broader 

overall context of justice, humanity and, most 

importantly, peace development. 
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RELATIONS 

LES HABITANTS DE FAVARA 

De Francesco Barilli 

 

 

[ΩŀǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ŜǳǊƻǇŞŜƴƴŜ de Favara commence en 2003, quand  ƭΩŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭŜ 

décide de promouvoir une initiative 

appelée Medifostak, dédiée à la 

valorisation de la pistache et des graines 

oléagineuses dans la Méditerranée. La 

pistache (fostaƪΣ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩŀƴŎƛŜƴ ƛŘƛƻƳŜ 

européen) est une des trésors culinaires 

de la Sicile Τ ŎŜ ƴΩŜǎǘ Ǉŀǎ ǳƴ ƘŀǎŀǊŘ ǉǳŜ ƭŀ ǾƛƭƭŜ ŘŜ .ǊƻƴǘŜΣ ŎƻƴƴǳŜ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ƳƻƴŘŜΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŜ 

ŀǳ ŎƻƴǎƻǊǘƛǳƳ ŘǳǉǳŜƭ Ŧƻƴǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜ ¢ƘŀǎǎƻǎΣ ƭΩƞƭŜ ŘΩŞƳŜǊŀǳŘŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ aŜǊ 9ƎŞŜΣ Ŝǘ !ƴŘǳƧŀǊΣ 

patrie ferǘƛƭŜ ŘŜ ƭΩƻƭƛǾŜ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ƴŘŀƭǳǎƛŜΦ tƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŞǘŜǊ ƭŜ ǇǊƻƧŜǘΣ ƭŀ ǾƛƭƭŜ ŘŜ Menzel Temime 

fournit son précieux piment rouge ; le petit village de la côte tunisienne est lié à Favara 

grâce à un fait divers : un jeune tunisien est mort noyé dans la mer pour sauver une petite 

ŦƛƭƭŜ ƛǘŀƭƛŜƴƴŜΦ Lƭ ǇŜǳǘ ǇŀǊŀƞǘǊŜ ǊƘŞǘƻǊƛǉǳŜΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ŘŜǎ ǎƛƎƴŀƭŜǎ ŘΩŀƳƛǘƛŞ ŎƻƳƳŜ ŎŜƭǳƛ-ci valent 

plus des tragédies qui se passent depuis plusieurs années dans le bout de mer entre la Sicile 

Ŝǘ ƭΩ!ŦǊƛǉǳŜ Řǳ bƻǊŘΣ ŀǾŜŎ ŘŜǎ ŘƛȊŀƛƴŜǎ ŘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳŜǎ ŎƘŀque année et les institutions 

politiques qui ne donnent pas de réponses appropriéesΦ [ŀ ǇǊŜƳƛŝǊŜ Ŧƻƛǎ ǉǳŜ ƧΩŀƛ ŞǘŞ Ł 

CŀǾŀǊŀΣ Ŝƴ нллсΣ ƧΩŀƛ ǇŜƴǎŞ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ŘŜ 

Favara devaient être tout à fait fous. La ville est loin 

8 (huit, pas quatre-vingt) kilomètres de la Valle dei 

¢ŜƳǇƭƛ ŘΩ!ƎǊƛƎŜƴǘƻ et une dizaine au maximum de 

ƭŀ ƳŜǊΣ Ƴŀƛǎ Řŀƴǎ ƭŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƭ ƴΩȅ ŀ Ǉŀǎ ŘŜ 

signalétique touristique qui prévienne de la 

présence de certains des plus importants 

patrimoines archéologiques et balnéaires du 

monde. Mais ŎΩŞǘŀƛǘ ǉǳŀƴŘ ƧΩŀƛ ǇŀǊƭŞ ŀǾŜŎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǎ 

ŘŜ ǎŜǎ Ƙŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ǉǳŜ ƧΩŀƛ Ŝǳ ƭΩƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǳǊ ŦƻƭƛŜ Ŝǎǘ ƭŀ ƳşƳŜ ǉǳƛ Ŝǎǘ ǇǊƻǇǊŜ ŘŜǎ 

jeunes, des artistes et des personnes créatives. En fait, un groupe de jeunes fous, jeunes 

artistes et créatifs, constitue le poiƴǘ ŘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ Řǳ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ŘΩ!ƎǊƛƎŜƴǘƻΦ 

Ici il est possible de rencontrer des paysannes âgées de quatre-vingt-dix ans qui élaborent 

des projets et des idées avec des garçons qui viennent de sortir du lycée, visages marqués 

par la vie eǘ ǇŀǊ ƭŜ ǘŜƳǇǎ ǉǳƛ ǇŀǊǘŀƎŜƴǘ ƭŜǎ ǎƻǳǊƛǊŜǎ Ŝǘ ƭΩŜƴǘƘƻǳǎƛŀǎƳŜ ŘŜǎ ƎŀǊœƻƴǎ ƻŎŎǳǇŞǎ Ł 

organiser des fêtes dans les places, documentaires vidéo, activités commerciales farfelues et 

événements artistiques. 

En pour raconter le déroulement de la fête de ƭΩ!ƎƴŜŀǳ Ře PâquesΣ ǉǳƛ ǘƛǊŜ ǎƻƴ ƴƻƳ ŘΩǳƴ ŘŜǎ 

gâteaux les plus délicieux et hypercaloriques qui aie jamais existé : une tarte de pâte 

ŘΩŀƳŀƴŘŜ ŀǾŜŎ ǳƴ ŎǆǳǊ ŘŜ ŎǊŝƳŜ ŘŜ ǇƛǎǘŀŎƘŜΣ ƳƻŘŜƭŞŜ ǇŀǊ ƭŜǎ ŀǊǘƛǎŀƴǎ ŘŜ CŀǾŀǊŀ Ŝƴ ŦƻǊƳŜ 

ŘΩ!ƎƴŜŀǳ ǇƻǳǊ ŎŞƭŞōǊŜǊ ƭŀ ŦşǘŜ ŘŜ tŃǉǳŜǎΦ WΩy suis revenu deux ans après pour assister au 
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Musée Vivant, une initiative de théâtre 

représentée au Château Chiaramonte qui 

domine la colline, patrimoine monumental de 

Favara : ici, des jeunes acteurs (plus ou moins) 

professionnels et les personnes âgées du pays 

jouent des scènes de vie rurale, à la barbe des coûteuses installations du Met à New York ou 

des attractions du London Dungeons ; dizaines de figurants et centaines de spectateurs pour 

chaque représentation dédiée à Giufà, la figure symbole du paysan sage et ingénu dans le 

folklore local. En 2008 le projet M.I.D.A. est créé ; cette fois-ci la référence est à Mida, le roi 

paysan de la mythologie grecque ; la pistache est encore la protagoniste à Favara, grâce à 

ƭŀǉǳŜƭƭŜ ƭΩhŦŦƛŎŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ƎǳƛŘŞ ǇŀǊ DƛŀŎomo Sorce obtient un prix directement de Bruxelles et 

du Président de la CRPM (Conférence Européenne des Régions Périphériques et Maritimes, 

Comité Inter-méditerranéen), Raffaele Lombardo, qui dans cette période-là était aussi le 

Président de la Région Sicile. En 2012, pendant que M.I.D.A. reçoit aussi la mention spéciale 

ǇŀǊ ƭŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŝǊŜ ŘŜǎ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ Ŝǘ ŘŜǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘǎΣ ŎƻƳƳŜ ŎΩŜǎǘ ƭŜ ǇǊƻƧŜǘ ŘŜ ŎƻƻǇŞǊŀǘƛƻƴ 

le plus vaste de la Méditerranée, avec 22 partenaires de six pays, Favara entre dans le projet 

Marakanda, qui avec le programme ENPI Med Basin promeut un réseau de marchés 

historiques dans le Bassin entre Europe et Afrique. [ΩŞƭŞƳŜƴǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘŀƛǊŜ Ŝǘ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŘŜ CŀǾŀǊŀ 

est encore une fois la pistache, dont les champs verts et parfumés recouvrent les collines 

ŘΩ!ƎǊƛƎŜƴǘƻΦ   

[ŀ ŘŜǊƴƛŝǊŜ ŦƻƭƛŜ ŘŜ CŀǾŀǊŀ ǎΩŀǇǇŜƭƭŜ 

FARM Cultural Park, projet promu 

par le notaire de Favara Andrea 

Bartoli, qui en 2012 a reçu le Prix 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛǘŀƭƛŜƴ .ŀǎŜǎ ǇƻǳǊ ƭΩŀǊǘ 

ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƛƴΦ 9ǎǎŀȅŜȊ ŘΩƛƳŀƎƛƴŜǊ 

un petit village sicilien en 

dégradation, avec des maisons 

abandonnées et des petits taudis 

qui grimpent sur une colline aride et 

ōƻǊƴŞŜΦ 9ǎǎŀȅŜȊ ŘΩƛƳŀƎƛƴŜǊ ǳƴŜ 

ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜƭƭŜ ǉǳƛ ǎΩŜƴƎŀƎŜ Ł 

donner une nouvelle vie à ce lieu-là, en prenant en charge pas seulement des travaux de 

restructuration des Sette CortiliΣ Ƴŀƛǎ ŀǳǎǎƛ Ŝƴ ǎΩƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŎǊŞŀǘƛƻƴ ŘΩǳƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ 

ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǇƻǳǊ ƭΩŀǊǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƛƴ ǉǳƛ ŘŜǾƛŜƴƴŜ ǳƴŜ ǊŞǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǇƻǳǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘŜǎΣ ǳƴ ǇƻǘŀƎŜǊ 

ǳǊōŀƛƴΣ ǳƴ ƭƛŜǳ ŘΩŜȄǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ Ŝǘ ŞǾŞƴŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 9ƴ LǘŀƭƛŜ ƻƴ Ŝǎǘ ƘŀōƛǘǳŞǎ ǘƻǳƧƻǳǊǎ aux tristes 

images de la Sicile ancrées à de frustes modèles du passé : une région liée à des 

phénomènes de criminalité, actions de la magistrature, scandales et mauvais 

fonctionnements. Après, quand on se trouve face à des contextes comme celui de Favara, 

on découvre projets, idées, personnes qui pensent à des initiatives concrètes, avec un esprit 

de service et amour pour son propre village, pour ouvrir finalement la Sicile au reste du 

monde. Oui, ils sont fous, bien sûr. Mais on a besoin de personnes comme eux, des types 

ōƛȊŀǊǊŜǎ Ŝǘ ƎŞƴƛŀǳȄ ŀǾŜŎ ƭŀ ǘşǘŜ Ŝƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ Ŝǘ ƭŜ ŎǆǳǊ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ aŞŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŞŜΦ 
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FUNZIONARI SENZA FRONTIERE, AN EXAMPLE OF EURO-

AFRICAN PARTNERSHIP 

By Francesco Barillli 

 

 

Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ άhŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ .ƻǊŘŜǊǎέ όCǳƴȊƛƻƴŀǊƛ ǎenza frontiere) 

begin? What kind of activities does it promote and to which area of the world is it 

addressed? 

The association was born in 2010. The aim was to accompany and help strengthening the 

processes of African local administrations by putting alongside European and African local 

administrations, and by the cooperation of 

public employees.  At the origin of the 

association there are two projects, 

integrated together, that began in 2004. 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǎ ά9ǳǊƻ-African Partnership 

for Decentralized GoveǊƴŀƴŎŜέ όǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ 

by the UN and Regione Toscana), the other 

ƛǎ άaǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎέ 

(promoted by the national association of 

Italian municipalities ANCI).  

Up to now, Euro-African dialogue has been brought forward only by governments and 

national parliaments; it is now expanding to local institutions. We were born to follow this 

commitment: to bring attention to a local perspective, in the context of cooperation 

between Africa and Europe. Because without any decentralization, self-government nor 

local development there is no future for Africa. In this frame, cooperation becomes a 

άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΣ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ōƻǘƘ 

local institutions and civil society organizations, African 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻurs. 

¢ƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ŦƛǊǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

with local authorities and NGOs specialized, or involved, 

in administration decentralization in Africa, but also in 

Palestine. We contribute to the elaboration of projects 

and we select public employees that have expertise in 

central matters of the project, in order to have an on-field 

involvement. We have, in particular, a positive collaborative relationship with the 

ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ tƻƴǘŜŘŜǊŀ όLǘŀƭȅύΥ ŀ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άLƴǘŜǊnational 

/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅέ ƻŦ tƻƴǘŜŘŜǊŀΦ 

Secondly, the association works on information, communication and research: we are 

creating a website on Tuscan and Ligurian cooperation; periodically we publish policy briefs, 

and so on.  

άCǳƴȊƛƻƴŀǊƛ ǎŜƴȊŀ 

ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊŜέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻn 

that elaborates projects to 

reinforce African local 

administrations in 

collaboration with local 

ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ bDhΩǎ 
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Lastly, we are involved in strengthening and renewing processes of territorial systems of 

cooperation in Tuscany and Liguria, with the help of local authorities and NGOs.  

 

Strengthening of local institutions is a strong instrument to generate development and 

social cohesion: what are the main obstacles you encounter in knowledge transfer? Are 

there any cases of success you could mention?  

Effectively strengthening local institutions is one of the elements that generate 

development and cohesion. A few years ago, a research made by the Scuola Superiore 

{ŀƴǘΩ!ƴƴŀ Řƛ tƛǎŀ enlightened, with reference to the sub-Saharan Africa, that States who 

have decentralized governments have substantial benefits for citizens. These can be 

measured in terms of education investments, fundamental services access such as to water, 

reduction of the level of corruption, enhance of the respect of human and political rights 

and containment of military spending.  

I see obstacles in a kind of policy-making, at international 

level, that favours the role of the State, and never consider 

ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ  bƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 

notice that many steps forward have been made in both 

strengthening of international associations of local 

authorities and giving attention to decentralization from big institutions such as the EU and 

the UN.  The large reunion of African cities, held in Senegal at the beginning of December, 

represents itself a positive signal of such path taken by Africa.  

There are many positive examples of collaboration between African and Italian 

municipalities. The one I remember is the intervention the municipality of Santa Croce 

ǎǳƭƭΩ!Ǌƴƻ όtƛǎŀΣ Lǘŀƭȅύ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ Cŀǎƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭ {ǘŀǘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ CŀǎƻΩǎ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛes association. Another one 

is the experience between Tavarnelle Val di Pesa (Florence, Italy) and Chad for the 

enhancement of local development. I can also tell about the successes obtained in sanitary 

ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ άaǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 

strengthened Niger local government. Last but not least, I can mention the creation of the 

Euro-African Partnership, composed of a group of local Tuscan authorities and the African 

equivalent. 

 

Mediterranean scenario is going through a great moment of uncertainty from a political 

point of view. Transformation towards democracy, in which the Arab Spring aroused 

many questions but at the same time gave deep hopes, seems to have expired its push for 

economic and social renewal. The NGOs, operating in close contact with civil society and 

institutional and economical actors, offer a special and concrete point of view of what are 

the challenges the Mediterranean southern bank States have to face. What are, in your 

opinion, the future prospects for the Mediterranean Basin, considering the financial crisis 

that Europe and wider Western world are facing? 

The Arab Spring, from a political and cultural perspective, is an historic event, comparable 

with the Berlin Wall fall. Of course, the transition in act is complicated but democracy has 

to be patient. Just think of the great flaws that Eastern European governments still have. 

And, in general, to struggling and bloodshed that have been needed to create democracy in 

In December, a large 

reunion of African 

cities held in Senegal 

proves the success of 

the decentralization 

policy ongoing 



 

 

 20 

the Western world. L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

Europe should long for previous regimes. 

 L ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ άƘƻǾŜǊƛƴƎέΣ ŀƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǾŜȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŀŎǘ 

towards a positive condition, and help to rise again that push for renewal that is 

encountering so many obstacles. We have to create relationships with rising leaderships, 

ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ς

of women and minorities firstly- and consolidation of democracy.  

We have to understand that the 

identity given by religion is crucial in 

those States, and learn to distinguish 

from Islam policies and intolerant 

fundamentalism; thus, we have to 

encourage lay forces to conciliate 

Islam and democracy.  

We have to put aside neo-colonial 

tendencies, in order to elaborate 

common policies on energy and 

immigration. This kind of commitment 

is even more necessary to find some solutions to the conflict between Israel and Palestine, 

which is very important in the fight against Islamic fundamentalism.  

In this way, the Mediterranean Basin will have new future prospects: progressive 

integration of the two banks. The financial crisis itself, which involves in different ways the 

Southern and Northern parts of the sea, can be solved with cooperation and exchange, 

which are the real future frontiers for our and their industries.  

 

Cooperation activity supposes a complicated political though, able to follow economic 

and social changes. In your opinion, is there some kind of cultural gap that prevents 

European and Mediterranean ruling classes from finding a common solution, in the 

international context, to common problems? 

Of course there is, the European cultural and political underdevelopment has to be 

overcome. There is a growing separation of Europe ς Middle Europe in particular ς from the 

Mediterranean and from its Southern shore. It can only be filled with a new European 

identity that includes and integrates the Mediterranean Sea: Europe and the 

Mediterranean Basin will save themselves only if they do it together.  

It is therefore the moment to think about the necessity of giving a new institutional frame 

to EU and Southern States international relationships. In our past there are the ruins of the 

Barcelona Process and its Euro-Mediterranean Partnership; we have to go forwards to the 

Euro-Mediterranean community. In this process, not only governments should be involved 

ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ bDhǎΥ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ 

partnership.  

I naturally can see all the difficulties this project comes with: not only obstacles to 

democracy in Southern States, but even and also the European crisis. Mediterranean, 

aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ Υ ǘƻ ǉǳƻǘŜ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ {ǇƛƴŜƭƭƛ ά ŦƻǊ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳōǘƛǘƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ōook yet 

to be written, knowing the tragedy of an Union that has become a problem and not a 
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ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƭǎƻΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ 

Federation, to the United States of Europe. It is compulsory to choose the path, modalities 

and times. Europe has still a potential strength in the rising new world, but it will be 

ƛǊǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƛǎƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǿŜŀƪ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ŎƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 

path for federal Europe has to be quickly taken, a Euro-Mediterranean community open to 

collaboration and dialogue with the Arab world and Africa (as the Mali struggles 

demonstrate, there are no borders anymore between Mediterranean and Sub-Saharan 

Africa). It is the great challenge of our times, worth our decadence.  
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