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EDITORIAL

Editorial
Territory represents the dimension where communities of people, through their elected 
representatives and their forms of association, participate to the elaboration of shared 
solutions for the local development to benefit citizens in a wide and open perspective. 

Our study centre is devoted to support the regional and local authorities in the field of 
territorial cooperation in order to enhance the spreading of innovative tools of local 
governance among public administrations. 

For this reason, we think appropriate to joint our forces with other high level research 
institutes of western Mediterranean area, creating a Network of Mediterranean Institutes 
(NMI), following experiences developed since 2005. 

So, the Network of Mediterranean Research Institutes is formed by a group of research 
centres from different Mediterranean Countries:  the Mediterranean Institute of Marseille 
Cidob institute of Barcelona, the Tres Culturas Foundation of Seville, the Study Centre of 
International Politics (CESPI) of Rome, Paralleli Institute of Turin and our PLURAL 
European Study Centre of Genoa.

These Associations have been working for quite some time with Mediterranean issues and 
taking under consideration the positions of Regional and Local Governments. As a matter 
of fact the Regional and Local Governments, in an ever increasing globalizing world where 
the common citizens and the local community are pushed aside, play the increasingly key 
role of creating policies towards development, protection and social inclusion   in order to 
share strategies, visions and choices with the common citizens contributing therefore in 
creating a richer and more lively social interactions.
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Mediterranean can be the place where vocation and opportunities of different territories 
can be fostered. A space that is owned by citizens through their local governments, where 
the European Neighbourhood Policy becomes a real tool of integration and development
NIM is intended to offer instruments and ideas to policy maker, associations of regions and 
cities and to civil society organizations, to give own contribution to build policies towards 
decentralisation processes, new visions and scenarios for a better prosperity of 
Mediterranean Basin.

The added value is given by the different competencies and skills in the various sectors, 
from environmental issues to transports, from migrations to innovation. In this sense, 
diversities enrich the European model also thanks to the contributions made by traditions, 
cultures and heritages of Countries from the Southern Shore. As regards of it, NIM intends 
is open to the participation and the collaboration by research centres of the Mediterranean 
North Africa, promoting a common dialogue.

Medgov.net web portal promoted by the NIM is intended as first participative and 
interactive tool to develop an institutional debate of the global challenges of Mediterranean 
people and citizens. The portal will also host our PLURAL Magazine, prosecuting our effort 
to give some overviews about networks and experiences on Mediterranean cooperation.

The Network of 
Mediterranean
Institutes

Mediterranean
the place of 
common
challenges

Dissemination
tools

Fabrizio Pizzanelli



MEDITERRANEAN AGENDA

Mediterranean Agenda
Conference: “EU Research and Innovation: What Role for Regions and Cities after 2013?”
The forum, organized by the Committee of the Regions, is aiming at involving all local, regional and national 
administrations and institutions to reflect on the ways to facilitate coordination of research and innovation strategies 
at the regional level. 
Start: 12 December 20
End: 13 December 2011
Location: Jacques Delors Building, Committee of Regions, Brussels, Belgium
nfo: http://www.cor.europa.eu/

Euro-Mediterranean Conference and Exhibition “MED
The Euro-Mediterranean Conference & Exhibition on Donor Funding, Banking and new Financial Instruments will 
provide information on financial instruments for the modernization and expansion of existing businesses, with the aim 
of sustaining possibilities of economic growth for small and medium enterprises and start-ups, in order to provide a 
better access to capital and information.
Start: 13 December 2011
End: 14 December 2011
Location: Cairo, Egypt
Info: http://www.ceeba.org/

Conference: “The First Mediterranean Water Forum”
Organized by the Mediterranean Water Institute (IME) and the State Secretariat in charge of Water and Environment 
of Morocco, the forum aims at involving Mediterranean decision-making bodies, local and regional authorities, 
parliamentarians, donors, representatives of the private sector and experts, regional networks, other civil society 
stakeholders and State representatives of the Water Community in a round table on the water key issues.
Start: 19 December 2011
End: 20 December 2011
Location: Marrakech, Morocco
Info: http://www.emwis.org/

Workshop “Mediterranean Meetings”
The workshop will see the participation of key policy and economic stakeholders, with experts from 
Euro-Mediterranean Countries. The objective is the development of concrete proposals for a better economic 
convergence between the Mediterranean countries.
Start: 7 February 2012
End: 12 February 2012
Location: Istanbul, Turkey
Info: http://www.entretiensdelamediterranee.coop/

Festival «Régard sur le cinéma du Monde» 17 edition 
The main topic of the festival, whose title will be « Frontiers », and that will comprise short, long or doc films from 
European, African, Latin American and Asian directors, will be the issue of immigration, with a focus on the dangers 
that migrants who want to escape from a dictatorial regime, or simply wish to find better living conditions, must face. 
The declared duty of the festival is “to understand the system of frontiers that are often at our doors, in our homes, in 
our neighborhood, or simply in our social relations”. 
Start: 3 February 2011
End: 11 February 2011
Location: Rouen, France
Info: http://www.touslescinemasdumonde.eu/

Exposition "MARE NOSTRUM"
The General Council of South-Corsica, in collaboration with the local authority of Corsica, has opened its new 
exhibition “Mare Nostrum”, devoted to business and navigation techniques in the Mediterranean from the third century 
B.C. to the first century A.C. The exhibition is presented to the public at the Museum de Sartene, from August 2011 to 
March 2012.
Start : August 2011
End : March 2012
Location : Sartene, Corsica
Info : http://www.cg-corsedusud.fr/
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The network of Mediterranean Coastal Cities

MEDCITIES
Medcities is a network of 
Mediterranean coastal cities created 
in November 1991 in Barcelona. 
Consistent with its mission, i.e. the 
environmental improvement in the 
Mediterranean basin achieved by 
creating a new awareness on 
environmental and sustainable 
development issues. 
Medcities aims at creating and 
reinforcing both a common 
awareness on urban environmental 
issues and a common sense of 
responsibility on the protection of the 
urban environment in the 
Mediterranean basin. 

Medcities and 
EU strategy

Medcities promotes cooperation policies and partnerships among the different cities of the 
network, reinforcing the role and means of local administrations and the involvement of 
citizens as well.

Currently, Medcities includes coastal cities of Spain, France, Italy, Albania, Croatia, Greece, 
Turkey, Cyprus, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, Palestine, Egypt, Libya, Malta, Morocco, 
Algeria and Tunisia. Plural Magazine has talked about Medcities with Gianni Alemanno, 
mayor of Rome, and current President of the Medcities network.

What are the activities and institutional objectives of Medcities?
Medcities is currently carrying out an awareness and action campaign for environmental 
protection and respect of identities of Mediterranean territories. It acts in a systemic logic, to 
reinforce the capabilities and the financial potentialities of the municipalities, with a view to 
sustainable development projects. 

All that, of course, enhances Mediterranean cooperation about training, development 
projects and partnerships among cities, also in order to obtain EU funding for sustainable 
development projects and export of excellences.

Europe 2020 strategy is based on three pillars: a smart growth, through the 
development of an economy based on knowledge and innovation; a sustainable 
growth, through the promotion of a more resource efficient, greener and more 
competitive economy, and, finally, an inclusive growth, by fostering a 
high-employment economy delivering social and territorial cohesion. 

How can we conciliate this approach with the recent political, economic and social 
developments in the Southern shore of the Mediterranean? In particular, in the 
perspective of a progressive decentralization characterizing these regions, which 
role can cities play? 
Cities have always been a deep hallmark of the Mediterranean culture. Rome, which marked 
the history and civilization, is perhaps the most striking example thereof, deeply permeating 
Mediterranean identities, from ancient times to the present. Also for this reason, Rome is 
proud to retain the chairmanship of Medcities network for many years. 

Cities are also the main terminal sensors in the territory, and, for this reason, they can better 
understand its real needs. In addition, urbanization, which strongly interests and involves the 
Mediterranean area, pushes towards a strengthening of local authorities. 
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An important
resource for a 
joint
development
of the whole 
basin
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Future
perspective of 
the
Mediterranean
area

Medcities and 
COPPEM: the 
most
important
Mediterranean
cooperation
agreement
between local 
authorities

The Roma Capitale Reform, as well as the Istanbul or Principality of Monaco reality, shows 
the importance and the increased weight that cities are gaining in the decision-making 
process of governments. No doubt, a Mediterranean cities network, like Medcities, 
represents an important resource for a joint development of the whole basin, enables a more 
concrete dialogue, and allows confronting each other on the real needs of the territory....

After the Arab Spring and the ‘unfinished revolutions’, how do you see the future of 
the Mediterranean? Do you think there will be an increase in tensions or, on the 
contrary, a de-escalation of the conflict leading to an effective development process? 
In this latter case, which priority areas should the development focus on and on 
which will it do so?
I follow the developments of the anti-authoritarian revolts of the so-called Arab spring with 
great interest. We have devoted some debates on this theme, and also a special focus 
during the Islamic Culture Week, a pioneering initiative in Italy and Europe, held in Rome last 
May for the first time. Even with many shadows and criticalities, I am convinced that this 
wave of democratic redemption of the Southern and Eastern shore of the Mediterranean 
basin is a great opportunity, especially for Europe, which has to reconsider its way of being 
in this basin. In particular, I think that promoting cities as a forum of dialogue and meeting, 
as we are doing through the Polis-med initiative and the multi-year activity of Medcities, 
constitutes an added value to the process of dialogue and distension of the whole area.

In recent years China has shown a growing interest toward the South Mediterranean 
Countries. In particular, it has signed cooperation agreements with Algeria, Morocco, 
Tunisia and Syria, and it has considerably increased its commercial penetration and 
its investments flow in these regions. How do you see this increasing involvement? 
Do you think there will be consequences, and if so which ones, in the 
Euro-Mediterranean relations?
For many years, China has been showing a spirit of initiative at the international economic 
level that risks to be underestimated, and that certainly has an impact and important effects 
also in the Euro-Mediterranean policy. However, it is also a sign of the renewed centrality of 
the Mediterranean and, in this perspective; it is an important resource and a great 
opportunity for development, not only economic but also social development. 

Institutional cooperation is one of the most important factors to achieve a sustainable 
growth and to facilitate exchanges between peoples and regions. Medcties network is 
part of the Sustainable Cities and Towns Campaign that involves other institutional 
cooperation networks such as the Union of the Baltic Cities. What is the relationship 
between Medcities and the other cooperation networks? Is there an effective 
exchange of experience and sharing of best practices?
Cooperation networks have experienced ups and downs, as it is inevitable. But Medcities 
has always been able to carry on its activities, never changing its shape, and for this I have 
to thank the secretary and all officers who work on this project with dedication. In particular, 
representations to the EU and to international institutions are promoting the growth of the 
network’s role. Also, the pact between Medcities and Coppem (Standing Committee for the 
Euro Mediterranean Partnership of Local and Regional Authorities) made it possible to 
create perhaps the most important Mediterranean cooperation agreement between local 
authorities.

Gianni Alemanno
Gianni Alemanno was born in Bari in 1958. Graduated in Environmental Engineering, from 2001 to 2006 
he served as Minister of Agriculture and Forestry. In 2003 he was Chairman of the EU Council of 
Agricultural Ministers and President of the first Euro-Mediterranean Conference on Fisheries and 
Agriculture. As a minister, he has been President of the FAO Committee of the United Nations. Today, he 
is the mayor of Rome, the city holding the presidency of the Medcities network.
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Italy - France challenges in cross 
border cooperation

Cohesion policy encourages regions 
and cities from different EU Member 
States to work together and learn 
from each other through joint 
programmes, projects and networks. 
In the programming period 2007-13, 
the European Territorial Co-operation 
provide a framework for exchanging 
experiences between regional and 
local bodies in different countries. 
Plural Magazine has interviewed the 
Managing authorities of two of the 
cross-border cooperation Operational 
Programmes involving Italy and 
France: OP Italy – France Maritime 
and OP Italy – France ALCOTRA. 

Maritime and 
ALCOTRA 
programmes

What are the main challenges and problems that the programme has addressed and 
helped to overcome?
OP Italy France Maritime: OP Italy France Maritime has revolutionized the governance in 
cooperation programs; it has created a simplified management structure and highly 
involved local authorities. At the moment, projects are in line with the Europe 2020 
strategy, and stakeholders can operate together through strategic projects, that is to say a 
set of operations which are functionally integrated with each other, proposed by a number 
of beneficiaries, and which aim to contribute significantly to achieving the objectives of the 
OP. 
OP Italy – France ALCOTRA: During the current programming period, ALCOTRA tried to 
concentrate its resources on two priority operations. On the one hand, the strategic 
projects, and on the other hand the Trans-boundary Integrated Plan. In the case of the 
Integrated Plan, complexity in monitoring, like rules of “automatic de-commitment”, 
severely penalized its success. 

Strategic projects are public operations that require institutional and political skills, and 
whose cross-border impacts affect the entire area or a large part of it. The promoters of 
these projects are the regions and provinces in Italy, and the State, Regions and 
departments in France. Trans-boundary Integrated Plans consist of a set of individual 
cooperation projects covering fields and themes but have a common goal: economic and 
social development of a specific cross-border territory. We have to remember that we deal 
with two member states (Italy - France) with different priorities and different rules, so there 
is a dialogue between heterogeneous authorities.

What was the contribution of institutional networks in achieving objectives of the 
program?  Is it possible to identify good practices and initiatives, in view of future 
strategies at the regional level?
OP Italy France Maritime: We have several good practices but it is still early to give an 
official answer to this question. We are awaiting the results of the capitalization 
methodology. We have seen how the consolidated partnerships continue to operate more 
easily than the new ones.
OP Italy – France ALCOTRA: We have seen in recent years that the regions tend to work 
together on strategic projects, while local authorities are more involved in integrated plans, 
and small projects are often born from the coordinated work between the chambers of 
commerce, the associations, and other public and private networks. Regarding best 
practices, a publication on major projects, concluded with the Italian partnership, will be 
released soon, and presented in Turin at the end of November. 
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The
importance of 
capitalization
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What are the activities that the capitalization program will deal with in the current 
programming period? Is it possible to create synergies with other programs that 
operate in the same area? 
OP Italy France Maritime: On June 2011, the implementation of the methodology for 
capitalization began. It started with the creation of a series of interviews with the referents of 
the projects, the analysis and construction of five thematic clusters. A day of confrontation 
was organised in Florence in order to create new synergies and benefits from the good 
practices through an inter-cluster exchange.
OP Italy – France ALCOTRA: We have recently launched a new call to allocate the 
economies arising from the closure of the projects. The remaining ERDF resources put out 
to tender amounted to 15.122,146 euro. These resources will be added to all the possible 
savings that will be vacated by the date of the Security Council, and of which the Committee 
will take note.

OP Italy France Maritime: About synergies, some of the OP Italy – France projects are 
working together with OP MED initiatives. Although we are only at the beginning of this 
collaboration, we plan to involve the OP MED in the final event of our program. We are also 
very interested in the dialogue with ALCOTRA, and we hope there will be many opportunities 
to work together.
OP Italy – France ALCOTRA: There are already projects of the ALCOTRA program that 
collaborate with initiatives of the Italy – Switzerland Program, as well as of the Alpine Space 
Program. There have never been joint events, for lack of time and personnel paid by the 
organization, but I'm sure that this is a very good idea for the future!.

OP Italy France Maritime http://www.maritimeit-fr.net/
The cross-border cooperation strategy is aimed at improving cooperation between border areas 
in the fields of accessibility, innovation, making the best use of natural and cultural resources, and 
the sharing of infrastructure and integrated services, so as to increase competitiveness at the 
Mediterranean, southern European and world levels. The programme covers the provinces of 
Sassari, Nuoro, Cagliari, Oristano, Olbia-Tempio, Ogliastra, Medio Campidano, 
Carbonia-Iglesias, Imperia, Savona, Genoa, La Spezia, Massa-Carrara, Lucca, Livorno and 
Grosseto and the departments of Southern Corsica and Upper Corsica along the sea border 
between France and Italy. The whole cooperation area is characterised by considerable 
differences as regards both size and population density. 

OP Italy – France ALCOTRA  http://www.interreg-alcotra.org/
The general purpose of the programme is to improve the quality of life of the people living in the 
area concerned, and to promote the sustainable development of cross-border economic and 
territorial systems through cooperation in the social, economic, environmental and cultural fields. 
The "Italy - France (Alps - ALCOTRA)" programme is the fourth cooperation programme along the 
land border between Italy and France. It encompasses three Italian regions (The Aosta Valley, 
Piedmont and Liguria), two French regions (Rhône-Alpes and Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur) and 
the Principality of Monaco. 
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Testing innovative concept of urban mobility

The Civitas Initiative
The CIVITAS Initiative 
("City-Vitality-Sustainability" or "Cleaner 
and Better Transport in Cities") was 
launched in 2002. Its fundamental aim 
is to support cities in introducing 
ambitious transport measures and 
policies towards sustainable urban 
mobility. The goal of CIVITAS is to 
achieve a significant shift in the modal 
split towards sustainable transport, an 
objective reached through encouraging 
both innovative technology and 
policy-based strategies. 

At the moment, there are five projects 
in Europe regarding this matter. 

Enhancing
pedestrian
safety as part 
of Bologna’s 
urban traffic 
master plan

Making Innovation in Mobility and Sustainable Actions, or MIMOSA project (2008 – 2012) 
- is an innovative project bringing the cities of Bologna, Funchal, Gdansk, Tallinn and 
Utrecht together under the coordination of the municipality of Bologna. 

Using their 69 measures, MIMOSA project has the ambitious goal to work together with the 
citizens towards a new and innovative concept of urban mobility. Mr. Mauro Borioni, 
department in the municipality of Bologna, tells us about the innovative actions for urban 
mobility in MIMOSA project.

How has MIMOSA contributed to improve the quality of life?
More people know now new services and opportunities to go by bike, walking and using 
public transport in the city. Even more people are involved in public events like road shows 
and bike auction. There are many experiences that have contributed to simplify urban 
mobility and to make it safer. 

A successful experience is the “Safer Road to School” project that focuses on enhancing 
pedestrian safety as part of Bologna’s Urban Traffic Master Plan that was approved in 
2007. Bologna is making bike paths safer by separating them from car traffic, and 
improving the safety  where children have to cross the streets. 

The city has introduced traffic calming measures, and set up a so-called pedi-bus, a 
walking school bus where groups of children accompanied by a few parents walk along 
fixed routes. There are several stops along the route where children can join the pedi-bus, 
similar to a regular bus route. The best route is identified together with parents. Bologna is 
now extending the project to further 5 schools.

Another positive experience is the Integrated Public Transport Fare for trains and buses 
called STIMER/ MI MUOVO. The system will include public bike and car sharing, as well 
as the Park and Ride service. 

The integrated payment system allows passengers to use different modes of public 
transport with the same electronic ticket, either a “contactless” card or a card with a 
magnetic stripe. The new system will not only make payment easier and offer a discount 
to season ticket holders, but will also allow the city to monitor passenger flows. This 
information will help to better organise the public transport network according to users’ 
needs.
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Which are the communication best practices that have contributed to the culture of 
eco-sustainable mobility promotion?
The key of the success has been the direct involvement of people in public events. Through 
CIVITAS Mimosa, Municipality of Bologna has organized yearly Bike auction and Road 
Shows in order to promote the project and sustainable mobility.

What are the main challenges and problems that the MIMOSA project has faced and 
helped to overcome?
CIVITAS Mimosa has studied many different solutions for traffic increase and planning. 
Bologna has developed a new traffic control centre, named CISIUM, for traffic management 
in the entire metropolitan area. It facilitates informing citizens and city users on the traffic 
situation in real-time via internet (today the municipal website and Google Maps) and 
possibly in the future by means of other media and tools. The system feeds into a database 
that lets the city develop a detailed traffic model that will help technicians to manage traffic 
and promptly react to congestion, based on empirical data.

In 2010, Bologna won the CIVITAS award for Technical Innovation. Technicians working for 
the city and the University of Bologna have designed a Traffic Control Centre that integrates 
traffic monitoring and rule enforcement. The system fulfils two purposes: it helps municipal 
staff to monitor traffic flows, and provides the local population with information about permits 
and access in the city.

With MIMOSA project, Bologna Municipality has been able to tackle the process of 
semi-pedestrian area near the university. It was a very laborious path, and it has been 
discussed with the citizens and the traders. There have been meetings and questionnaires, 
and also a communication campaign with flyers. Citizens have been consulted before, 
during, and after changes. The overall result has been: more use of the bus, more use of 
bicycles and more availability of parking spaces for residents. And a big part of the city 
completely revitalized.
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An intelligent 
Transport 
System (ITS)

Mauro Borioni

Mauro Borioni graduated in Civil engineering (specialised in public transport) at the University of 
Bologna in 2005. For the Traffic and Mobility Department of the Municipality of Bologna, since 2006 
he is working on urban mobility planning, mobility management, communication/dissemination 
activities and technical/financial management for several projects related to the sustainable 
mobility under both national and international programmes. Since 2009 he is the Dissemination 
Manager in Bologna for the CIVITAS MIMOSA project.
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Joint surveys for Euromediterranean politics and security 

The Euromesco
Fifty-eight institutes coming from 
thirty-five countries out of the 
forty-three members of the Union for 
the Mediterranean, as well as 
twenty-eight observer institutes: this is 
EuroMeSCo, the main network of 
research centres on politics and 
security in the Mediterranean. 

Set up in 1996, its main goal is that of 
fostering research, information and 
social relations among its members, 
as well as acting as a 
confidence-building measure in the 
framework of the Barcelona process. 

The core of 
the activities

EuroMeSCo (the Euro-Mediterranean Study Commission) formally began its work in June 
1996, with an inaugural conference in the Portuguese town of Sesimbra, organised by the 
Instituto de Estudios Estratégicos e Internacionales (IEII) in Lisbon, then in charge of the 
network’s secretariat. EuroMeSCo was established with the encouragement of the 
European Commission, and was mentioned as a confidence building measure in the Work 
Plan annexed to the Barcelona Declaration. In 2010, IEMed (European Institute for the 
Mediterranean) was appointed as Secretariat, and is currently funding the network’s 
activities.

From Portugal to Turkey, from Finland to Algeria, EuroMeSCo members belong to all the 
thirty-nine EMP (Euro Mediterranean Partnership) Member States, on the basis of a rough 
parity in membership from each State. Member institutes must be independent, committed 
to the study of international relations (particularly security issues) and have an 
international reputation for such activities. According to the statutes of the network (article 
3), “the purpose of EuroMeSCo network, in tune with the spirit of Barcelona, is to 
undertake and promote the study of those issues pertaining to the relationship between 
the countries of the European Union and the Mediterranean basin; to submit the 
corresponding findings to both private and public organisations, both national and 
multilateral, as well as to disseminate those findings as widely as possible by all 
appropriate means.”

In line with these objectives, EuroMeSCo is currently implementing a research 
programme, that develops analytical and policy-oriented projects, a series of conferences, 
seminars and workshops for the debate on policy and security in the Mediterranean and a 
wide range of publications aimed at disseminating the research activities of its members, 
mainly subdivided in EuroMeSCo Reports (the written memory of the network’s activities), 
EuroMeSCo Papers (long research analyses) and EuroMeSCo Briefs (short opinion 
articles). An interesting example of EuroMeSCo and IEMED’s activities was the launch, in 
October 2010, of the first EuroMed Call for Papers, whose objective was the preparation 
of research papers with the goal of contributing to a greater understanding of the 
Euro-Mediterranean reality in its distinct political, socio-economic and cultural aspects, 
and providing proposals to improve it. 

EuroMeSCo’s Annual Conferences are another great opportunity to enrich the debate on 
contemporary issues related to the Mediterranean region, and this year’s Annual 
Conference, which was held in Barcelona, on October 6th and 7th, is a perfect example 
thereof.
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The arab 
spring and de 
democratic
process

Great protagonist of the two-day Conference was, inevitably, the so-called Arab Spring, the 
season of unrest and uprisings begun in Tunisia in December 2010, which broke out against 
the authoritarian oligarchies that were governing the countries of the Southern shore of the 
Mediterranean, and the Middle East in general. The different paths followed by different 
countries have been addressed during the conference, using as “case studies” the events in 
Egypt – violent revolt that led to the defeat of former President Hosni Mubarak – in Morocco 
– reformist path taken by King Mohammed VI – and in Syria – where the attempted revolt 
was drowned in blood by the harsh regime of Bashar al-Asad.

However, it was argued that the greatest risk for countries that have undergone a regime 
change is that of not being able to independently direct their steps towards a democratic 
process, excluding a return to authoritarian forms of status quo, with new despots replacing 
the former ones. That is why, in the third panel of the conference, the topic of democratic 
transition in Eastern European countries was tackled, in order to evaluate, comparatively, 
the possibilities of North African countries to reach the same prospects of peace and 
(relative) development. As was rightly pointed out, of great significance for the countries that 
had regained autonomy after the dissolution of the Soviet Union was the European 
perspective, that is to say the possibility of becoming a part of a truly democratic community 
of States, States with flourishing economies and willing to help, with examples and financial 
support, those countries during their transition.

This leads us to speculate as to the prospects that, in this very moment, the European Union 
can offer to North African countries, particularly those living the time of uncertainty between 
the fall of an old regime and the dawn of a new one. In this respect, it was suggested, by 
some, to revive the Union for the Mediterranean’s intergovernmental approach, whether by 
others, a greater emphasis on European Neighbourhood Policy was advocated.

The Euro-Mediterranean Partnership was born in 1995 with the aim of promoting a free 
trade zone in the area by 2010, to ensure a better protection of human rights and to begin 
working for the solutions of the conflicts, but failed, in turn, due to the impossibility of 
reaching, as early as before 2000, an agreement during the negotiations between all the 
countries concerned. Too many were at the time, and still remain today, the unresolved 
crises, most notably the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but also the one between Morocco and 
Algeria concerning the future of the Western Sahara. 

The same reasons underpin the impasse of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM). This new 
organisation was born from the ashes of the EMP in 2008, due to the decisive drive of the 
new French President Nicolas Sarkozy, who wanted to restore, through a multilateral 
instrument, French hegemony in the area. Despite some resistances, the consent of 
Germany gave the process the legitimacy it needed to start operating.

Seventeen countries, aside from the European Union as a united subject, have joined the 
Union, whose priorities were the resolution of issues related to the immigration from 
Southern to Northern countries, the fight against terrorism, the protection of the ecological 
heritage of the Mediterranean Sea. 

In particular, priority was given to six concrete initiatives: the depollution of the 
Mediterranean Sea, the building of land and maritime highways to improve the fluidity of 
trades between the two shores, the strengthening of civil protection, the creation of a 
common solar plan, the development of a Euromediterranean university (already 
inaugurated in Portorose, Slovenia) and an initiative to support small and medium 
enterprises.

However, after less than two years from its birth, the second intergovernmental conference 
has been postponed for months, from June 2010 to November of the same year, because of 
tensions between the Israeli and the Palestinian representatives. The November conference 
shared the same fate, due to the same reasons.

A new role for 
Euro
Mediterranean
partnership
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New actors of 
the EU 
neighborhoods
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A solution, though opposed by the Commission, could be that to intensify the relations 
between the UfM and the ENP. This instrument has recently been the subject of a mid-term 
review (2011), which revealed some of its weaknesses. The first one is that of remaining 
trapped in the logic of enlargement and security, hindering the current value of the benefits 
offered. The second one is that of being too vague, failing to find ways to render the 
principle “more for more” an operational concept. 

The benchmarks used to define the progress of countries, the added value of the new 
instruments foreseen (Endowment for Democracy), the relationship patterns with other 
non-State actors present in the area, all of this elements are still crucial and unsettled 
issues. The positive notes are represented by the decision of March 2011 to increase by 1 
billion euro the budget for European Neighbourhood Policy, a sum that will be doubled by 
the intervention of the European Investment Bank. These funds will be used to boost 
economic activity, with the promise of being able to move forward in approaching the EU 
common market, obviously, but also as a stimulus to improve social conditions and respect 
for the right of the populations. In this regard, the concept of “negative conditionality” was 
also introduced, namely the one of “less for less”, and the restrictive measures towards 
Syria, Belarus and Gaddafi’s Libya are an example thereof. 

The current framework is also made more complicated by the emergence of new actors 
that in the past were almost irrelevant in the Mediterranean. The renewed role of Turkey, of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council and, above all, the entry of China, represent additional 
obstacles to the possibilities of achieving an effective politics by the European Union.

The Commission is therefore committed to pass the message that the UfM is not the best 
tool to tackle the new phase. The proposal is to integrate the organisation in the framework 
of ENP, bringing it under its own aegis. In fact, decentralisation policy of the 
decision-making centres of Euromediterranean cooperation, from Brussels towards the 
South, under French request, appears to be virtually exhausted. Through the firm 
reintroduction of the political dimension in the framework of ENP (human rights, 
democracy, civil society), we partially go back to the original principles of the 
Euromediterranean partnership, but seen in a more contemporary perspective.

The aim must be that of establishing new relations with North African countries, founded on 
solidarity, based on the principle of non-interference and having the objective of 
establishing a new paradigm in relations between the two shores of the Mediterranean. 
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Mutual perceptions among people of different cultures and believes

The Anna Lindh Foundation
Dialogue between cultures and 
development of an Intercultural 
Strategy for the Euro-Mediterranean 
Region: this is the roadmap of the 
Anna Lindh Foundation, one of the 
most important institutions for 
promoting social exchanges and 
intercultural dialogue among the 
people of the Euro-Mediterranean 
region. The main purpose of the 
Foundation is to keep people together 
from across the Mediterranean to 
improve mutual respect between 
cultures and to support civil society 
working for a common future of the 
Region.

Six years on from its inception, the Anna Lindh Foundation has launched and supported 
actions across fields impacting on mutual perceptions among people of different cultures 
and beliefs, as well as developing a region-wide network of over 3000 civil society 
organizations.

The program of the Foundation is focused on activities in fields which are essential for 
human and social dialogue: Education and Youth, Culture and Arts, Cities and Migration, 
Values and Religion, Peace and Co-existence, Media. In each of these priority fields, the 
Foundation develops large-scale programs and region-wide campaigns in collaboration 
with international partners.

Plural Magazine has talked about the Anna Lindh Foundation and its engagement in 
overcoming the incomprehension that affects the relationships between the societies of 
the two shores of the Mediterranean with Andreu Claret, Executive Director of the 
Foundation.

In the last years the Mediterranean has become once again a geopolitical area of 
international interest. This is the result of recent events that have characterized the South 
shore of the Mediterranean, sweeping away the old ruling classes and opening a 
democratic perspective in these countries. 

What are the perspectives of the Foundation, considering the recent events that 
have characterized the South shore of the Mediterranean? Which aspects or fields 
we have to look after to reach an effective intercultural dialogue in the 
Mediterranean area?
The first thing that we must understand is the historical importance of the transformation 
that is shaping the panorama of the Arab countries. First of all, the process of 
democratization is remarkable for the concrete effects that it can have on the life of the 
people of these countries. Second, it is important because it is gradually changing the 
perception that Europeans have of the "Arabs".Arab people begin to be seen not only as 
"Muslims" but as active citizens, with similar and common needs and demands to those of 
European countries (social security, work, etc.). This change, therefore, may mark the end 
of the “Orientalist” approach, based on the clash of civilizations, which has dominated the 
North-South relation across the Mediterranean for many years. 

Therefore, this is a very important moment for the Anna Lindh Foundation. 
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Union for the 
Mediterranean:
what are the 
perspectives
for the future?

To this end, we believe it is essential, first of all, to encourage  an active support to the 
democratic process in the countries of the South shore of the Mediterranean. Furthermore, 
in light of the above considerations, for us it is essential to link the debate about the 
intercultural dialogue to the ordinary issues of society, focusing the debate on those issues 
that the two shores of the Mediterranean have in common (work, social security, human 
rights, etc.).For this reason, the Foundation is revising its approach, integrating intercultural 
dialogue with the issues of development and democratization. 

In 1995 the Barcellona Process started with the aim to create the Union for the 
Mediterranean. Promoted by Nicholas Sarkozy, the Barcelona Process aims to create a 
Free Trade Area between the EU and the Mediterranean basin, to standardize its systems 
to the principles of democracy and respect for human rights and to encourage the peace 
process between the neighboring countries. The perspective of the Union for the 
Mediterranean exists as the engine of the Foundation’s daily work.

What are the strengths and limitations of the Union for the Mediterranean? Is it a 
diplomatic exercise or something feasible?

In my opinion, the Union for the Mediterranean represents an interesting opportunity but, 
however, today it could not be realized because of a number of factors. An important factor 
which has slowed the elaboration of the Union for the Mediterranean has been the 
resistances of the governments of the countries of the South shore of the Mediterranean. 
The Union for the Mediterranean, in fact, was created in July 2008 and at the founding 
board participated Ben Ali, Mubarak, etc., all those subjects who has been forced to 
relinquish power, cause of the rebellions of the civil society. So, the participants to the 
Euro-Mediterranean scenario are changing, many of those who have contributed to the 
Barcelona process are gone. For this reason, the Union for the Mediterranean must be 
adapted to the new context. In particular, the Union for the Mediterranean can profit from 
the democratization of the Arab countries. This process, in fact, offers possibilities for 
collaboration that until now were not possible, on issues and projects shared by people of 
the two shores of the Mediterranean.

Anna Lindh Foundation aims to fight against the misurandestanding and stereotypes  which 
affect relations between the people of the two shores of the Mediterranean. In the 
introduction to Anna Lindh Report 2010, Amre Moussa, Arab League Secretary General, 
affirms: “A misinterpretation of the Arab-Islamic culture is currently the dominant issue at the 
international level, causing tensions in the relations between the countries”.

Is this statement correct? How much do cultural differences and misunderstandings 
influence the North-South relations across the Mediterranean?

Amre Moussa's statement is very appropriate considering that it was expressed in 2010.  At 
this moment, I believe that this vision should be revised in part. In fact, if on one side a 
distorted vision of the Arab-Islamic culture continues to prevail, on the other side we are 
witnessing a slow change. 

The recent events on the southern shores of the Mediterranean, in fact, are changing the 
traditional view of these countries, offering the possibility to start an active dialogue 
between the North and the South of the Mediterranean on common issues. In particular, 
people begin to understand that, even if the cultural differences are an important element, 
the true causes that have deepened and radicalized the human gap between the two 
shores of the Mediterranean are causes of other nature: political, ideological, social, 
economic…Moreover, the recent events demonstrate that the common elements among 
the peoples of both shores of the Mediterranean are much more numerous of cultural 
differences. The values claimed in the squares of the North and the South, in fact, are the 
same: the right to work, the role of women, support to the young generations, etc.. In my 
opinion, we must focus on these common elements, finding shared solutions to common 
problems.

Cultural
differences and 
north - south 
across the 
Mediterranean
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Intercultural
dialogue and 
media in the 
new
Mediterranean
context

The Barcelona Conference underlines the need, for the European Union, to strengthen the 
role of media as intercultural tools in the Euro-Mediterranean area, promoting "significant 
projects", able to fight the distorted images and facilitate the discovery of the '"other "in the 
Mediterranean. The Anna Lindh Foundation focus its action on promoting a continuous 
cultural debate through the use of media (television, radio, magazines, Internet).

What is the contribution of the media to the promotion of intercultural dialogue 
between the two shores of the Mediterranean?

Media play a fundamental role in promoting intercultural dialogue. However, they continue 
to have a reductive view of reality. For example, in illustrating the elections in Tunisia, most 
newspapers and TV have put the emphasis on the victory of the Islamists, when it would 
be more correct to speak of “conservative forces”. This demonstrates that Media must start 
to use categories, terms and expressions which better represent the continuous changing 
reality of the Mediterranean. In part this new approach is already happening, but there is 
still much to do. 

Another key aspect to consider is that Media are every day more democratic and that the 
participation of the individual plays an increasingly importance. This is demonstrated by 
the increasing importance that Internet and Social networks are taking as democratic 
information tools. New media offer enormous opportunities to promote intercultural 
dialogue, as they allow to share the problems and requests that unite the two shores of the 
Mediterranean. This is demonstrated, for example, by the recent events in Syria where the 
rebellion against the violence of the regime developed also thanks to the social networks 
and Internet, creating an international mobilization of the international public opinion. 
In light of these considerations, our challenge is to be able to use the platforms offered by 
new media to promote and facilitate intercultural dialogue. At this moment, in fact, we are 
using only 10% of the potential that new media offer. For this reason, Anna Lindh 
Foundation is developing a series of projects to exploit the full potential offered by these 
media as promoters of intercultural dialogue in the Mediterranean.

Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation for the Dialogue Between Cultures

The Anna Lindh Euro-Mediterranean Foundation for the Dialogue Between Cultures is a network of civil 
society organisations dedicated to promoting intercultural dialogue in the Mediterranean region.

It was set up in 2005 by the governments of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership (Euromed), a political 
agreement made in 1995 between the European Union and Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Palestine, Israel, Syria and Turkey. It is named in honour of Anna Lindh, the Swedish Foreign 
Minister who was murdered in 2003. The name was put forward by Egypt at a meeting 25 September 
2003.[1]The Foundation’s headquarters are in Alexandria in Egypt. In 2008 André Azoulay was elected 
president of the Foundation.

The ALF runs the largest and most diverse Network of civil society organizations involved in the promotion of 
intercultural dialogue across the Mediterranean. From its very beginning, the ALF was conceived as a 
Network of National Networks, established in each of the 43 countries of the Union for the Mediterranean and 
bringing together more than 3000 civil society organizations who share the values of the Foundation. 
Co-finananced by the forty-three countries of the Union for the Mediterranean and the European 
Commission, the ALF is ruled by a Board of Governors composed by representatives of those countries.The 
Board, which is chaired by Veronika Stabej (Slovenia) and has a Deputy Chair in Mohamed Mahjoub 
(Tunisia), is responsible for approving the ALF programme and budget. The President of the Foundation is 
André Azoulay (Morocco) and the Executive Director is Andreu Claret (Spain).

Andreu Claret

Andreu Claret is the Executive Director of the Anna Lindh Foundation since July 2008 when he was 
appointed unanimously by the Board of Governors. During 5 years he had been the Director the European 
Institute of the Mediterranean (IEMed) a Spanish think-tank devoted to Euro-mediterranean civil societies 
and to the promotion of relations with North Africa. As a former journalist he carried out most of his 
professional activity in Sub-Saharan Africa and Central America, and he headed the Spanish EFE News 
Agency in Catalonia. As analyst on international affairs, he specialized in North-South relations and 
intercultural dialogue and he taught political journalism at the Universitat Pompeu Fabra (Barcelona). For his 
professional activity he was awarded by the governments of Spain, France and Morocco.
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Strengthening historical relations

Forum of Adriatic and Ionian cities
The Forum of Adriatic and Ionian Cities 
was founded in 1999 thanks to the input 
given by the city of Ancona, which 
cultivated a long and solid friendship with 
the city of Split. 

The initiative was born in a difficult 
historical moment, few after the outbreak 
of the war in the Former Yugoslavia. 

Nevertheless, cities managed to gather, 
and develop a friendship network, in order 
to give a strong message of peace and 
solidarity.

The
development of 
the forum of 
Adriatic and 
Ionian cities: a 
message of 
peace and 
solidarity

As far as the objectives are concerned, the Forum was created to strengthen the 
economic, cultural and historical relations that have always been present among the cities, 
also thanks to the many twinnings which had been previously created in the region. 
Plural Magazine has interviewed Michele Brisighelli, Secretary of the Forum of Adriatic 
and Ionian Cities.

In the framework of the CECICN (Conference of European Cross-Border and 
Interregional City Networks), which brings together all European networks of cities, 
which are the relations between the Forum and the other networks? Is there a real 
process of exchange of experiences and information and sharing of best practices?
The CECICN is a very wise and important idea: for the first time, all the networks of cities 
and regions of Europe sit around the same table and compare their roles, their goals, their 
policies and practices. It is important to emphasize that, all together, these networks 
represent many European citizens and, also for this reason, it was of paramount 
importance for them to meet and discuss. 

Within the CECICN, the Forum had the opportunity to express its peculiarity: that of 
representing a gateway for the countries that are not yet part of the EU, or the ones that 
are about to enter. The importance of the Forum is to promote the consolidation and 
expansion of Europe by giving it new life, in the particular moment in which it needs it most.

The Adriatic-Ionian Basin is at the center of a dense network of associations that 
promote institutional cooperation: among these, the Forum of Adriatic and Ionian 
Cities, constituted by cities, the Adriatic Euroregion, formed by regions and local 
authorities, and the Adriatic Ionian Initiative, carried out by State governments. 

In light of the example of the Baltic, which formed a Baltic Macro Region where a 
pre-established cooperation network among the different countries existed, what 
do you think about the development of the European Strategy for the creation of the 
Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion?
The institutional history between the two shores is full of contacts and cooperation 
networks. These include, for example, the Union of Universities of the Adriatic-Ionian 
Basin (UniAdrion) aimed at creating a permanent connection among universities and 
research centers in the region, and the Forum of the Adriatic and Ionian Chambers of 
Commerce (AIC Forum), created in 2001 to promote the economic development of the 
Adriatic and Ionian area. 
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The Adriatic-Ionian basin is thus at the centre of a dense network of associations that 
promote cooperation, both among cities and among universities, businesses and also 
States, through the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative. In this context, the city of Ancona has a key 
role, because it hosts the secretariats, and therefore all the technical and logistics 
organization, of the four associations.

Such an institutional network has led to the creation of the Adriatic-Ionian Macroregion, now 
at a very advanced stage thanks to the recent final ok from Brussels. The Macroregion is 
not just another waste of funds (and in this field the European Union has set very specific 
constraints) but it is an important reference point for the States that are moving towards 
joining the EU, by sanctioning its definitive consolidation and getting its official recognition. 
Ultimately, the Macroregion is the landing point of the cross-border cooperation at multiple 
levels, so not only among cities or States, but also among businesses and universities.

What are the positive effects of the institutional cooperation in the Adriatic-Ionian 
basin, in terms of culture and joint socio-economic development between the two 
sides, in light of the complexity of the political balance in the Balkan side?
All the States of this region have a great common brother that is the Adriatic-Ionian Sea, 
around which a lot of economic and cultural ties have arisen over time. The central idea 
which unites all the different initiatives is to bring out and develop a new generation of 
European citizens. In the plenary session of the Forum, for example, many students from 
both sides of the basin will meet, and that, like other similar initiatives, is extremely 
important to create the new citizenship of tomorrow.

  Michele Brisighelli

The new 
citizenship of
tomorrow
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Michele Brisighelli was born in Ancona, where he currently resides, in 1975. He is a lawyer, and in 
his practice he focuses specifically on the penal aspects of law, and on issues related to the 
discipline of immigration. In 2008 he has been appointed Councilor for the Heritage, for the Politics 
of Solidarity and Peace, and for Cooperation and Development, in the Municipality of Ancona. He 
is the current Secretary of the Forum of the Adriatic and Ionian Cities.
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The role of NGOs

European - Latin America cooperation
In May 2010, the latest EU-Latin 
America summit took place in 
Madrid. Its political plan was 
structured along three main 
guidelines: cooperation between the 
two regional areas; sub-regional 
and national cooperation, and 
EU-LAC foundation (Latin America 
and the Caribbean). The priority 
areas in which it was decided to 
launch a bi-regional cooperation 
are: innovation and technology, 
education and employment, 
together with the fight against 
organised crime and the 
strengthening of cooperation 
programmes.

The two 
projects of 
COOPI in 
Colombia

Italian cooperation has always been involved in Latin America and the Caribbean, with 
numerous interventions. One of the oldest humanitarian organisations is COOPI – 
Cooperazione Internazionale. Founded in 1965 by Father Vincenzo Barbieri, COOPI is an 
independent and lay association fighting against any form of poverty. 

In over 45 years of activity, it has followed more than 700 projects in 50 different countries, 
involving 50 thousand local players and providing a direct benefit to more than 60 million 
people.

Plural magazine interviewed Sebastian Vadalà, country representative of COOPI in 
Colombia, and project coordinator of Escuela Latinoamericana de Cooperación y 
Desarrollo  at the Universidad de San Buenaventura de Cartagena (Colombia).

Which are the main projects coordinated by COOPI in Colombia?
To this day, we are active in Colombia in the Caribe region with 2 projects. The first one 
supports the population affected by the Ola Invernal flooding: it envisages psychosocial 
aid, prevention and protection of the right to health and WATSAN (water and hygiene). It is 
implemented in collaboration with the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA). The second one aims at increasing the potential of the “Escuela 
Latinoamericana de Cooperación y Desarrollo” at the Universidad de San Buenaventura 
de Cartagena, and it is financed by the Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

It is a huge project, transcending for some aspects Colombia’s geographic boundaries, 
with an impact on the whole Latin America continent. Our action in Colombia focuses on 
the most vulnerable sectors of the population: women, children, afro-descendents, native 
people, internal refugees (desplazados), communities hit by natural disasters. 

COOPI offers various kinds of humanitarian assistance based on the analysis of needs, 
often with an integrated approach that includes the psychosocial component. Regarding 
the latter, of great significance is the collaboration with the organisation CEDAVIDA in 
Colombia and the University of Turin. 

In the most delicate areas of the country, isolated by the presence of armed groups, 
paramilitaries forces and bacrim ('bandas criminales') - the Sierra Nevada Massif, the 
department of Cordoba and the region of Magdalena Medio - , we are designing projects 
of humanitarian aid, and strengthening of the economic fabric of the rural areas. 
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Projects
encountered in 
implementing
international
cooperation
projects

Municipalities and local institutions possess neither much power nor many resources, and 
this constitutes a major limitation for development cooperation, together with corruption and 
the manipulation of information. This does not mean that it is impossible to implement 
international cooperation projects in Colombia, but it means that these projects require a 
greater awareness of the local reality and the cooperation of reliable local partners.

What are the key sources of funding for your projects? 
Nowadays Colombia is growing; it has a medium-high per capita income, huge agricultural 
resources, significant fossil fuels (gas, coal and oil), precious metals, an extremely high 
biodiversity, a young demographic structure and a good university system. Given this 
situation, it is plausible that in the future it may receive increasingly less funds from 
international cooperation. At the same time, it is also the second country in the world - after 
Sudan - with more internal refugees, and a strong inequality still persists between the rich 
and the poor.

Financial resources come mainly from the European Union, in the framework of different 
programmes, among which EuropeAid, but also from Spain (50%), Germany and the USA. 
COOPI has long avoided drawing on the US funds provided by USAID, because they were 
bound to Plan Colombia, which contemplated both humanitarian and military assistance. 
With the Obama administration, the military component of the funds is being progressively 
reduced, while the attention to the protection of human rights is increasing.

In the past, Italy has provided a strong support to Latin America, also due to their cultural 
affinity. Nowadays, however, in a scenario of continued contraction of Italian cooperation, 
Italy is concentrating its action mainly in Peru, Bolivia and Haiti, although with less 
substantial funds. Currently Italy, as many other European Countries, is focusing mainly on 
North Africa, with its concerns related to migration and management of the Arab Spring. 
Latin America is still a “brother” continent, from a cultural point of view, but it was forgotten 
by Europe. Only in recent time the US is paying more attention to the region and in 
particular to Mexico and its 50.000 internal refugees, for the conflict linked to drug dealing.

Which are the future perspective of cooperation as a whole, and particularly between 
Europe and Latin America?
International cooperation in Latin America should focus on certain fundamental issues. First 
of all, it should strive to address the issues related to refugees, particularly in Colombia. The 
Colombian conflict is a “forgotten emergency”, which has been going on for decades and 
continues to create small groups of refugees that elude the monitoring system of the 
country. Actually, the problem of refugees is a huge one, we're dealing with something like 
4.5 million people over a population of 40 millions.

Secondly, international cooperation should focus on the fight against the pervasive 
violence, the main problem in Latin America for ordinary people (from Central American 
Maras to family violence). This includes the fight against drug dealing, with advocacy 
campaigns aimed at promoting the culture of non-violence, the liberalisation of drug, and 
youth projects. It will be necessary, sooner or later, to take stock of the damage caused to 
the society by a combination of prohibition and impunity, resulting in particular from the 
choices made by industrialised countries. Another field of action is the protection of the 
environment and of the biodiversity - not only reducible to Amazonia, since the agricultural 
border is rapidly expanding. Finally, it is important to focus on disasters management 
(hurricanes, earthquakes, volcanoes ...) that affect, and often devastate, Latin America, 
also in account of the lack of any form of urban planning. 
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Sebastian Vadalá : project coordinator country of the Master in International Cooperation for 
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nGO's. Four years experience on small and micro enterprise researcher, economic adviser and 
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The Karibuni water project in Kenya
In October-November 2011 our 
collaborator Caterina Michelini took 
part in the mission of the Water Project 
organized by Karibuni ONLUS, a 
non-profit organization created by 
some Italian volunteer doctors, aimed 
at managing health projects in the 
Coast Region of Kenya, in deep 
collaboration with the local Ministry of 
Health. From this year health projects 
have being flanked by the Water 
Project aimed at the rehabilitation of 
existing wells and boreholes and the 
construction of new ones in a critical 
region in terms of water supply. 

Instant
pictures of 
Kenya
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A matter of lie 
and death

Within the working group, Catherine's focus has been to introduce the project to the local 
political authorities, to look for contacts on site for the construction of the plants and to 
perform preliminary studies in order to simplify the tasks of the team of Italian engineers 
that will go on site shortly. In doing so, she had the opportunity to experience first hand the 
work in such a disadvantaged area so rich in possibilities of personal and cultural 
enrichment.

Caterina, let’s start with snapshots of your experience in Kenya: some photos to 
describe faces, landscapes, moods, emotions that you felt.

First of all, faces. Faces of women, children, elderly, as well as young people. All faces 
united by two big blacks eyes, and seldom deep blue eyes, staring at you. The most 
pervasive are the eyes of children who never distract their eyes from you, who stare at you 
with serious furrowed brows until they explode in a white smile soon followed by a sudden 
turn around, almost as if to take refuge in the arms of their mother. "It's not used to your 
colour": so a young mother with her baby in her arms said to me as for apologize for that. 
And then you see the faces of some young people who try to be your guide in exchange for 
a few shillings, and that throughout the day they share with you, they tell you their story in 
a very low voice, in a whisper.

Another thing: the dilation of time and space. Young women with babies on their backs walk 
for hours to get to the clinic where they will be visited by our doctors. And then they wait in 
silence, wrap their puppy in a colourful ‘pagnes’ and hang him to the needle of a suspended 
scales, just to know how much does he weigh more or less. It's great to see these bundles 
hanging to the scales and twirling in the air! 

At last the visit, after which women come out, those with the news of a new baby on the 
way, those with one or two tablets to treat 'a little malaria ', i.e. the common gastrointestinal 
illnesses caused by eating mostly rice and beans, others with a diagnosis that they never 
wanted to hear, leukaemia, AIDS ... diseases for which the only fate is isolation from the 
community and then death in solitude, except in rare cases where you can afford to pay the 
matatu that with 100 shillings, less than a euro, can take you to the hospital in Malindi, 20 
km away. Too bad that hardly anyone can afford the journey and care in the city. But how is 
it possible? Even in case of life or death? I wonder! No, not even in the case of life or death! 
Already, the death, a concept that is very different from ours, completely fatalistic, 
experienced as a natural step, as when you are ten or eighty years old.

by Francesco 
Barilli
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Differents
worlds

On second thought, it is not hard to understand why: it remains to feed other ten people in 
that family. For whatever, you feel small, helpless; you’d like to help everyone. You wonder 
if all this makes sense, you wonder why the billions of small and large NGOs can do so little. 
Then, you realize that in fact what is nothing in your eyes, it's everything for many people, 
the only way to feel better, to survive. But it is not an answer that satisfies me.

The population of Kenya is now composed of a multitude of tribes characterized by different 
values, language and traditions. As has happened in other parts of the African continent, the 
European presence has caused the cultural decline of many of these communities. Let’s 
consider for example the Masai people, who live in these lands for more than six hundred 
years. Someone said (Giorgio La Pira, ed) that international cooperation is a possibility of a 
first - limited and inadequate - compensation from the Europeans to these populations. 
What do you think about it?

I have observed that there remains a sort of cultural subservience. I mean, Karibuni has 
several projects on the spot, not only medical care but also schools and agricultural projects 
and the basic idea it is not charity, but the activation of the population as to become the 
unique creator of its own development. But this is not always well perceived and understood 
by the community. Many times, in fact, local representatives and the population too seem 
paralyzed and still without the directives of the association, almost like once again to submit 
and wait for orders from an outside power. Often, so something moves, it must be said over 
and over again what to do, how to do, when to do it and why. Concepts that at our eyes 
seem clear and immediate they are not at theirs. And this, I think, is the greatest risk 
affecting the whole development cooperation network: thinking on Western time, Western 
space, Western tools, and Western logic. 

Only if we start from this consideration we can understand why, for example, a washing 
machine donated to a school by Karibuni remained unused for months because the 
beneficiaries did not agree on where to place it. After other months they decided not to use 
it because the detergent was not paid by the ONLUS and so they preferred to hand wash 
the clothes of hundreds of children. Only recently, when Karibuni decided to bear the cost 
of the detergent, the washing machine is in operation. Bizarre things for us, but daily life in 
Africa. There are times, ways and rhythms that are completely different from ours, that 
sometimes make you smile, other times almost make you angry and you would want to 
abandon everything and you wonder if Africa will ever wake up. But then, you just breathe 
the smells, see colours and hear the stories of each and you realize that you don’t want to 
be anywhere but there.

Thanks, Caterina, for giving us a so deep witness of this experience!
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Fuad Aziz

A Mediterranean Artist for Kurdistan
Fuad Aziz was born in Erbil (Iraqi 
Kurdistan) in 1951, and graduated 
from the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Baghdad in 1974 and the Academy of 
Fine Arts in Florence in 1977. 

He now lives and works in Florence. 
Author of numerous solo and group 
exhibitions of pictures and sculpture in 
Italy and abroad (Belgium, Holland, 
Austria, France, Poland, Great Britain 
and Syria) and permanent works in 
various cities, he deals with a few 
other illustrations of books for 
children. He is one of the founders and 
a member of "Peace Library" of 
Florence.

One way ride 
from Baghdad 
to Florence

What do you remember of your life as a student, as a young artist?
I studied graphic design and sculpture at the Academy of Fine Arts in Baghdad, thus 
realizing my dream of being an artist. Living in Kurdistan meant living in an unknown 
country, far from the world, and being an artist was difficult. It was a country with a great 
artistic heritage, dating back 4-5000 years ago, but with very few artistic innovations and 
new ideas. Over the years in Baghdad, I shared my love for art with a group of young 
friends. When we went back to our cities, we started the habit of organizing artistic 
exhibitions and meetings, and many people participated. We were the first to do so. The 
police, however, was worried by such a great participation, and often put an end to our 
exhibitions and meetings. Also in Baghdad we organized literary cafés, where, while 
smoking or drinking tea, we spoke of art, poetry, and we shared books. It was wonderful! 
This was my life as a young artist, I lived of that and, in my path, and I faced many 
obstacles.

How did you come to Italy? And why did you choose Florence?
From Baghdad I came to Italy to study, and it has not been easy. We were three friends 
and we knew that it would take a lot of time, bureaucracy and, above all, it was necessary 
to postpone the military service. This would have been possible only with the official 
invitation presented by the Academy of Fine Arts of Rome. We couldn’t wait to receive it, 
because otherwise we would have had to serve in the army, and, in time of war, military 
service could last up to nine years, and in nine years as an artist you die. 

After three months of waiting, the call was finally there, but the difficulties were not over. 
Our names were on the ‘black book’ of the airport police, and if your name is written there, 
you cannot leave. We knew that our names were in the list for our artistic meetings and 
literary cafés, often closed by the police, but for art’s sake we risked. That day at the airport 
a lot of friends of the Academy of Baghdad came to see us. We were happy, but also afraid, 
given the presence of the police. Fortunately policemen were too busy handling all those 
people, and they gave up the black book, letting us to leave. 

In only four hours I had to change culture, and I was in a new country, whose language I 
didn’t know. Right after that, I joined the Rome Academy, and as my professor and tutor I 
chose Emilio Greco, an artist that I appreciated very much and that was able to speak 
English. I realized that much depends on the artist’s sensitivity, on the artistic movements 
you are immersed in, on the museums and artistic heritage you can visit. 
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The
importance of 
preserving
cultural
heterogeneity

In these years, art has been for me a cultural research and a way of expression. For us who 
were coming from abroad it was not easy. I have always tried to invest in art and to be myself 
because I think that this is the most important thing for an artist. Maybe also for this reason, 
I have received, mainly in recent years, the recognition by the public and by institutions, and 
I’m really appreciated in artistic circles. I had little to do with art galleries that are more 
attentive to the business side than to the expression of the artistic creation. After a year and 
a half I came to Florence, where I had a friend, willing to pay him only a visit of a few days. 
But the next day, I decided to remain in Florence forever. I bought two chairs and an easel 
and started to do portraits in front of the Uffizi museum. At that time we were the first to do 
so and it lasted a few years.

Throughout life, ideas and people change. Is there a distinctive feature of yours that 
has never changed?
In recent years, the economically stronger countries have become also a point of reference 
for culture and art. This affects many artists in the world. The African artist, for example, 
wants to imitate the European one, thinking to be modern. For the same reason, the 
European artist wants to imitate the American one. But I think that such an attitude is 
dangerous, because in this way art and culture flatten and become everywhere the same. 
This way of thinking about art does not preserve the cultural heterogeneity, which instead is 
a source of richness. Of course it is important to deal with other artists, but you can’t and you 
mustn’t forget your culture, your origins. 

And this is what gives something more. For me, culture is not a rush to modernity without 
carrying everything around you, colors, sounds… The artist’s goal is to create something 
new, but this is not modern. Sooner or later the artist feels a sense of nostalgia for its origins. 
It is important to bring with you and represent in your artistic creation everything that 
surrounds you, emotions, poetry, and colors. Luckily, I realized this, and tried not to forget 
my original culture, reconciling it with modernity.

When you create a sculpture, what are the emotions of that moment? Is the sculpture 
affected by your emotions and does it change according to your feelings?
Yes, it does. At first you make a draft and then you begin to live with it until the completion 
of the work, and you think about it all the time and you enrich it while the sculpture changes 
according to your emotions. You create the same object, but what changes is the way you 
represent it. Everything depends on the thought that led your mind to create that object. And 
then you can see it, you can touch it… It is important to look at the elegance of that object 
in the empty air and then to ask what you want to say, what you mean with it.

Have you ever gone back to Kurdistan? How was your return?
For eighteen years I could not go back to Kurdistan or write letters to my family because we 
were strongly controlled by the police. All the news to my family arrived secretly. When I 
returned there, I felt a stranger in my country. Everything had changed, the way of thinking, 
habits… You don’t know if they could still understand you and you feel disappointed. You 
become a stranger. In my life I felt a stranger twice, in Italy and in my own country. There I 
felt that you had to be careful on how you express some concepts and sometimes you have 
to do it in a superficial way.

Today we are living in a time when in the West there is a tendency to pessimism and 
a decadent vision prevails. Many foreigners don’t have the same lack of hope, the 
same withering, but rather see a flower that is not withered inside. What do you think 
about it?
For me the key today is the lack of dialogue, behind which many other things are hidden. 
When there is no dialogue, there is no exchange, there is no clarity, and there is no 
knowledge. The West is going through a bad period, not only for the economic crisis, but 
also for the identity crisis. There are many invisible and helpless people who have many 
things to say. In the East, there is instead a delay caused by years and years of dictatorship 
and military rule supported by the West, and here again the voice of invisible people remains 
grim.

I felt a stranger 
twice, in Italy 
and in my own 
country
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The western 
duty to use the 
tool of 
democracy

Years of dictatorship have produced a new cultural attitude in which being submitted to the 
willing and power of a leader or not voting is perceived as normal. In this sense, the Arab 
Spring is a rush, a reaction. 

The West has a tool, that is democracy, and it should use it. A civil and democratic country 
like Italy cannot have an immigration law like the one it has. Sure, it is true that many 
migrants do nothing to integrate into their host country and this is not right, they must have 
a different attitude and wonder how they can be useful to their host society. Anyway, Italy 
is an advanced country and could be a model for the whole world. So it should not adopt 
similar policies or letting many young Italians leave their Country. This creates distance 
and produces hate.
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